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Died One Hiindretl Years Ago
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AMonograph hy

D R . J O H A N N E S K N U D S E N

HOVEMBER II, 1855 aman died in his native Copenhagen, forty two years old.He was very much alone, for although he had amazed and impressed his
contemporaries with volume after volume of penetrating religious and philo¬

sophical writings, he had also shocked and angered them by his recent attacks upon
the church and official Christianity. His lonesomeness may seem tragic, but it was in
character, for he had considered himself to be “the exception. Whether it really
was tragic can best be determined on the background of what he was and what
h e d i d .

It would rnatter little to Kierkegaard that the woi-ld celebrates his

and his thought at the one hundredth anniversary of his death. If anything he
would be amused at the irony that ^the great critic, the man who considered
himself an exception and who by the very nature of his emphasis upon the indi-

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 3 )
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cession of life. The most vital question of this day
as it comes to us, as individuals, as apeople, and as
achurch is: ,Is there, can there be truth in this
story for us?

We too, as all men do, have walked and do walk
in the procession of death. We have our memories
of days that were alive. Our nostalgia, as well as
our fear and our loneliness, weighs upon us. Is there
afuture for us as apeople, as aChurch? We are
so smal l ; we lack pas tors ; we have b lundered so
often. Some are content to die —and do so blindly
c h o o s e . I s t h e r e n o t o m o r r o w f o r u s ?

But the procession of life also awaits our need.
Only in our worship can we take that path which
will lead to that encounter. No magic event or force
can rescue us, our people, our Church, out of our need,
o u t o f o u r s m a l l n e s s o f h e a r t a n d m i n d . B u t G o d ’ s
grace shared in the life of our congregations can
make this atrue story for us.
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The Procession of Life
Axel C. Kildegaard

DEAN, GRAND VIEW SEMINARY

L u k e 7 : 1 1 - 1 7

Out of the city of Nain she walked, heavy of foot
and heavy of heart. She walked the way of loneli¬
ness, walked the way of death. Her friends sought
t o c o n s o l e h e r .
your memories.’
E v e n w o n d e r f u l m e m o r i e s c a n t o r m e n t . T h e p a s t
had known wonderful days; days of laughter, of
dreams, and of hope. But then there had been a
tomorrow, atomorrow that was centered about her
son. What comfort are memories when life is gone,
when laughter, dreams, and hope have turned to
dust? These only tortured her now. Her son was
d e a d .

you' have“After all,” they said.
B u t m e m o r i e s a r e a s m a l l c o m f o r t .

Do we need pastors? The seminary won’t supply
them. The seminary is only the tool of the Church.
The men we need can only come out of the life and

But the re was ano ther p rocess ion tha t day on
the way to that same city of death. There was a
man and there were those who had left everything the worship of 'the congregation. It is there where
to be v/ith Him. They talked as they walked together. He is encountered; where words of life may be heard.
He had words that were of life. He was on the way
to becoming their life.

Do we need vision and hope? The bifocals of
theological disputes and organizational manipulations
won’t clarify our vision or bring hope into focus.Both processions were intent upon their own con-

Jesus and those who walked with Him dis- But eyes opened in worship to the reality of Christ
The wor ld w i l l see those oppor tun i t i es and respons ib i l i t i es on
But God’s every side of us which were previously hidden. To

c e r n s .

c u s s e d a n d s h a r e d w i t h o n e a n o t h e r ,
and i t s need were upon the i r hear ts ,
boundless love was in their souls. And the widow those people who gather in joy about those gifts
—her eyes were transfixed upon the coffin which
bore her son. The heav iness o f sor row was upon
h e r h e a r t . T h e c h i l l o f d e a t h w a s i n h e r s o u l .

which God bestows, there comes a lso that energy
wherein vision and hope are fulfilled.

And when Jesus had taken that young man out
In faith there can be of the very grip of death. He gave him back to his

mother. The dreams, the hopes, and the memories
The two processions met.

only one conclusion. Life overpowers death. Luke’s
account which as all the Gospels in atestimony of of yesterday might now be realized. Even the new
faith gives us again the Gospel which is our strength life is in historic continuity with the old. If this
and our hope. s t o r y i s t o b e c o m e t r u e f o r u s — i t w i l l n o t b e i n

denial of our past. God gives us back to that purpose
For countless millions down through the life of in which our life has its roots —and its destiny. If

the Church this has been atrue story because they there was t ru th and l i fe in our yesterday —so He
have known its truth. They too have walked in the intends there to be tomorrow,
procession of death. They have had their memories, haps
They were created in the image of God. But as they
had lost that life with which they had been blessed,
the memory had become acruel torture. As they
denied the possibility of growth, their lives had be- Christ is not risen from the dead, then all our work
come stunted and warped. Loneliness had replaced
joy; despair had crowded out hope. Complete unto
themselves, they had turned their backs upon life.
Now they knew that through their sin they had been
recreated in the image of the beast.

Not the same, per-
life must never be the same. But in continuity,

in new growth, in new glory.
Can it be true for us? Is the Gospel true? If

i s m v a i n .

Editor’s Note: T h i s s e r m o n w a s d e l i v e r e d a t t h e

C o n v e n t i o n o f t h e I o w a D i s t r i c t , S e p t e m b e r 2 5 , a t
N e w e l l .

L u t h e r a n T t r fi / i fi r s - p u b l i s h e d b y t h e A m e r i c a n
E V A N G E L I C A L L U T T I E R A N C H U R C H

O f fi c e o f P u b l i c a t i o n : L u t h e r a n T i d i n g s , A s k o v , M i n n e s o t a .
P O S T M A S T E R ; S e n d F o r m s 3 5 7 9 t o A S K O V , M I N N E S O T A .

E d i t o r : R e v . V e r n e r H a n s e n , 4 2 6 0 T h i r d A v e . , L o s A n g e l e s 8 , C a l i f .
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B u t i n s o r r o w a n d i n w o r s h i p t h e y h a d f o u n d
their way to the outskirts of Nain. There they found
the Chr is t . There they were restored as they a lso
h e a r d t h e c o m m a n d t o a r i s e a n d l i v e .

Others have found no truth in the story. Death
they too have known —and loneliness, and hell.
But content with the beast, they sought not the
evangel. In their ridiculous blindness, they did not
as much as long for the light. For them there was

●no truth in the story, no encounter with the pro-

Subscriptlon price: 1 year. $1.25; 2 y e a r s . $ 2 . 2 5

P u b l i s h e d s e m i - m o n t h l y o n t h e 5 t h a n d 2 0 t h o f e a c h m o n t h . E n t e r e d
as second c l ass ma t te r Sep tember 16 , 1942 , a t t he pos t o f fice a t Askov,
M i n n e s o t a , u n d e r t h e a c t o f M a r c h 3 , 1 8 7 9 .
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The legacy from his father consisted of more than

finances, however. An introvertive nature, asensi¬
tive conscience, and astrong sense of guilt haunted
him as his inheritance. The fact that his father
forlorn child had damned God, and that he as
had broken the sixth commandment, was supplemented
by carefully harbored secrets of his own and became
(perhaps) the thorn in his flesh which stung him all
his life. Guilty-not guilty became the persecutory
challenge which drove him to years of speculation
upon the nature of man and of God. Normal living
was denied him. He was betrothed to alovely young
girl, but in self-torturing agony he forced her to
part with him, and he became avictim of his own self-
analysis and vacillating complexes.

Psychologists have claimed that he was mad. They
have found strong departures from the emotions of
normality and speak in terms of psychoses. But who
can determine the normality of agenius, or of asaint,
or even of asinner. If Kierkegaard was mad, his
madness was that of Hamlet with his deep brooding
about “the slings and arrows” and the quick action
of released frustration. Or that of Paul, like whom
Kierkegaard, was “a fool for Christ,” as Pelikan puts
the analogy. Unlike Hamlet, however, his action
was not one of the sword but of the pen, which is
mightier. Tome after tome emerged from the presses,
paid for by the capital of the legacy, penetrating
psychological, philosophical, and religious analysis,
profound and humble devotional tracts, blistering,
annihilating attacks. If this be madness, let us be
grateful that he was not sane, for the monotony of
normality could not have forced the flame of his
spirit to such intensity of thought or expression.
But the stream that flowed from his pen was not
erratic in form. Forceful and limpid prose, more
beautiful by far than many amaster’s verse, atribute
to the malleable qualities of his native language which
cradles asubject like the caressing waves of afiord
round one of the many Danish islands. The great
Danish philosopher had the leisure, the skill, the pas¬
sion, and the provocation to write so that even spoiled
actresses in Hollywood read him with wonder ahun¬
dred years after his death.

The provocation! The provocation was God. In

S0REN KIERKEGAARD
By Johannes Knudsen

( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 1 )

vidual could have no followers, should now be pro¬
claimed by reverent philosophers and theologians,
and that he should be honored by the very church
whose nature and function as an institution on earth
he mercilessly excoriated. But thus it is, and it is of
tremendous importance for the vitality of Christianity
that the incisive writings of the brilliant but gloomy
Danish philosopher never be forgotten and that the
profound testimony of this humble and pious sinner
be always heard.

To write an article about Sdren Kierkegaard is an
impossible task which is bound to failure. The most
that can be hoped for is that an interest may be
st i r red . For tunate ly the bu lk o f h is work has nov/
been translated to English and many books and essays
concern themselves with him. In away this is a
modern miracle. Twenty years ago he was little
known in our country. It was in 1935 that Professor
Eduard Geismar came to this country to give the
Kierkegaard lectures which st irred so much interest
and which helped make known the analysis and
translation work done by Professor Lowrie at Prince¬
t o n a n d P r o f e s s o r S w e n s s o n a t M i n n e s o t a . N o w o n e
can hardly open atheological journal Vv^ithout seeing
the name of Kierkegaard.

a s a

a m a n

* = ! ! : ! <

One hundred years ago the city of Copenhagen
was an incredibly crowded nest of humanity, with
crooked and cobbled streets, with potential progress
and patinaed tradit ion at tension, with the profound
and the practical rubbing elbows, but with avibrant
flight of the spirit hovering above its snarled old roofs.
Snuggled down in this nest and considered rare and
odd by their contemporaries were three men whose
names and work are honored by the world today,
Hans Christian Andersen, the story teller, N. F. S.
Grundtvig, the bard and prophet, and S0ren Kierke¬
gaard, the philosopher. Wonderful, wonderful Copen¬
hagen!

Kierkegaard l ived most o f h is l i fe in the house
where he was born. It is now gone, and thousands
of busy townspeople and tourists pass the site daily
without knowledge of its significance. Two blocks
away the massive tower of the cathedral shadows the
university. Aradius of ahundred yards would suffice
for the daily world of the young student and writer,
with the palace, the parliament, and the opera a
few minutes on foo t away. An exodus car r ied h im
to. Berlin, and arented coach took him to the lakes
and fo res ts o f no r the rn S jae l l and , bu t i t was the
s t r e e t s a r o u n d G a m m e l t o r v w h i c h m o s t o f t e n s a w h i s
frail and hunched figure as he hurried along under
astovepipe hat or awide umbrella, peering myopically
at the world through thickly ground lenses.

Financially he was independent. He was supported
by his father, awealthy wool-merchant, and the
legacy of the wool business enabled him to take care
of his needs and to publish his books as long as he
lived. It is an interesting coincidence, or perhaps a
ne(Iessary circumstance of his life, that the last
“Kroner” of the capital exactly sufficed to pay the
expenses of his funeral.

1955 is adouble anniversary year, in that i t has
marked 100 years since the death of Kierkegaard, and
150 years since the birth of Hans Christian Andersen,
the two most widely-read Danes of all t ime,
gaard has been called the progenitor of all existentialist
thinkers. During August an International Congress of
Kierkegaard researchers was held in Copenhagen, and the
Danish Post Office will issue aspecial stamp on Nov. 11,
the da te o f K ie rkegaard ’s death . The Dan ish Spren
K i e r k e g a a r d S o c i e t y w i l l p u b l i s h a n e w y e a r b o o k ;
“K ie rkegaard iana , ” and aspec ia l pamph le t has been
prepared (24 pp, i l lus t ra ted) by the Danish Fore ign
O f fi c e , ( o b t a i n a b l e f r e e b y w r i t i n g D a n i s h I n f o r m a t i o n
Office, 588 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 36, N. Y.)
l i t e ra tu re on K ie rkegaard we a re happy to add Dr.
Knudsen’s readable and informative piece in this issue.
Dr. Knudsen is Dean of the Graduate Division, Chicago
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Maywood, I l l inois.

— T h e E d i t o r .

K l e r k e -
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to us as indiv iduals now, in our present s i tuat ion.
This is where the key-word “existential” comes in.
Not once upon atime, not in the future, but now,
t o m e .

So intent was Kierkegaard upon the centrality
of this fact that the dimension of history was seen
only in its negative aspects. He was even driven,
in the frenzy or argument, to deny that Christianity
had ever ex is ted —if we by Chr is t ian i ty mean the
grasping of God’s way. He failed to see the positive
value of God’s continuing work in the church, which
was Grundtvig’s answer to the existential problem.
Perhaps he was irritated into this blind spot by his
reaction to Grundtvig’s loquacious repetition of the
theme. His justified stress on the responsibility of
the individual created another blind spot. He could
not see, as he had not experienced, the significance
of the church as the people of God. For him the
church was pompous deception, and what he saw as
aspade he called aspade, to the irritation and anger
o f t h o s e w h o w e r e h u r t .

The lonesome sufferer, he who understood literally
the word about carrying the cross and
w h o i n v i t e d t h e t o r t u r e o f t a u n t s o
that he might not imitate the fraud of
comfortable dignitaries who posed as
witnesses to the truth, is he not to be
pitied rather than to be praised? Oh,
what counts our pity, even though his
need and our magnificence justifies it?
Kierkegaard had made the leap of faith.
H i s t o r t u r e d s o u l h a d f o u n d t h e i n ¬
comprehensible and inexplicable com¬
f o r t o f G o d ’ s l o v e i n C h r i s t . B e f o r e
this reality we can only be silent —
and pray that God’s love might be as
r e a l t o u s .

Kierkegaard can not be followed.
He lacks the dimension of community.
B u t h e s h a l l e v e r b e a w i t n e s s t o t h e

truth, and he shall never cease to be the gadfly that
stings us bitterly in our complacency. His tragedy
remains, for measured by the rule of Christ all human
life is tragedy and suffering. But in the tragedy
there is triumph. The love of God in Christ encom¬
passes us in our suffering and brings us the victory
and the joy.

L U T H F - R A N T I D I N G SPage 4
the first round it was sin, but the provocation of sin
became, as it must, the provocation of God. Provo¬
cation is not the beginning, however. The fire of
youth is inspiration, and what can inspire more than
beauty, the beauty of nature, of art, of woman. Beauty
need not fade, but many aman discovers in his life
the word with which it rhymes, w^hich is duty. Duty
need not be unpleasant; its values are measured in
other terms than pleasure. Certainly, it can give
satisfaction as well as uneasiness and drive,
related to God, all pleasure and satisfaction of duty
fades away and insufficiency remains. The insuffi¬
ciency of duty become guilt sub specie aeternitatis,

we believe it must appear to God. Thus Kierke¬
gaard explored what he called the “Stages of Life’s
Way,” not requiring that they follow one another in
aschedule but exploring them as the sweet and the
bitter essences of life. Of these essences he had
himself tasted intensely or experienced vicariously,
and for him. they ended in the provocation of guilt
b e f o r e G o d .

B u t

o r a s

The age had taught him that man could grasp
God, officially through the church, ex¬
pansively through the flight of the
soul, precisely through the mastery of
the intellect. ̂ Kierkegaard rejected all
these with'annihi lat ing viciousness,
Man can never grasp God! With terrier¬
like tenacity he seized especially the
throat of the strutting spectre of intel-
lectual ism which c la ims to know God
through the means of logic and rea¬
soning. Intelligence and intelligent ■
s t a t e m e n t f o r m a c o m p e l l i n g h u m a n
necessity which clarifies and explains,
but the victory of intelligence will al¬
ways be adefeat before God. To regard
it as avictory before God is adenial
o f God as God .

When man reaches the inev i tab le
conclusion that he is guilty, and only guilty, before
God, he has reached the limits of his own religiousness.
This negative realization is apositive result. But
the blow of realization turns man to despair as he,
in fear and trembling, faces the incomprehensible fact
of the creator and judge. Thus he ends in the com¬
plete negativeness of judgment, were it not for the
fact that, again incomprehensibly, God has given him
His love in Christ. This gift need not be; in fact
it cannot be. Yet it is. It is the great paradox of
God’s reality and God’s grace. The truth of this man
cannot grasp, but in the leap of faith he can become
part of its reality. Life is as terrifying as avoyage
upon 70,000 fathoms of water in afrail boat, yet it
is as secure as the trusting infant in the loving arms
o f i t s m o t h e r .

Kierkegaard rebelled against all guarantees, par¬
ticularly the guarantee of the church. No one can
guarantee God, and when the church poses as guar¬
antor, it is afraud. The issue of life and of death
is one which each person must face alone. That
this is true, no one can deny. No testimony of his¬
tory, no comfort of numbers, no testimony of agree¬
m e n t c a n o b v i a t e t h e f a c t t h a t w e m u s t m e e t o u r
maker alone, or that the grace of God becomes real

T h e r e i s p e r h a p s n o s u r e r
mark o f fo l l y than to a t tempt
t o c o r r e c t t h e n a t u r a l i n fi r ¬
m i t i e s o f t h o s e w e l o v e . T h e

fi n e s t c o m p o s i t i o n o f h u m a n
nature, as well as the finest
china, may have aflaw in it;
a n d t h i s , I a m a f r a i d , i n
ei ther case, is equal ly incur¬
a b l e ; t h o u g h n e v e r t h e l e s s ,
the pattern may remain of
the h ighes t va lue .

- H e n r y F i e l d i n g .
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Student Group Elects Lutheran
a s C h a i r m a n

Tiffin, Ohio—(NLC)—Norman A. Hjelm, athird-
year student at Augustana Theological Seminary in
Rock Island, 111., has been elected chairman of the
United Student Christian Council, which is composed
o f 1 4 d e n o m i n a t i o n a l a n d c h u r c h - r e l a t e d s t u d e n t o r ¬
ganizations. '

Mr. Hjelm is the immediate past president of the
Lutheran Student Associat ion of America, represent¬
ing some 40,000 Lutheran college and university
s t u d e n t s .

Herluf Jensen, son of Dr. Alfred Jensen, president
of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church, is
executive secretary of the USCC, apost he assumed
in the fa l l o f 1954.
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LWA Receipts at $1,652,866
56% of Goal ill Eight Months

A E L C P i c t u r e d i n N e w B o o k l e t o n

America’s Lutheran Groups
Achapter on the AELC appears in ahandy new

year’s Lutheran World Action goal of $2,962,000 was guide to the Lutheran bodies of America. Entitled
raised during the first eight months of the appeal, AMERICA’S LUTHERANS, the 64-page booklet is
it was announced here by the Rev. Rollin G. Shaffer, being published by the Wartburg Press and will sell
promotion secretary of LWA. f o r 5 0 c e n t s . A u t h o r o f t h e A E L C c h a p t e r i s P r o f .

A. C. Kildegaard, dean of Grand View Seminary,
Des Moines. (See page 2)

New York—(NLC)—Nearly 56 per cent of this

Cash receipts for Lutheran World Action through
August 31, repor ted f rom the e ight church bod ies
participating in the appeal, amounted to $1,652,866
or 55.79 per cent of the goal for the year, he said, youth magazine published jointly by four Lutheran

groups. The reprint volume is edited by the editors
o f O N E .

Contents of the booklet first appeared in ONE,

Compared with the previous year, the contribu¬
tions through August 31 were larger in cash by nearly
$120,000, but since this year’s goal is higher than last Each of the 16 Lutheran bodies is pictured
year’s, the eight-month giving was smaller percent- of the larger bodies in individual chapters. Six
wise than in 1954. By the end of August last smaller groups are discussed in two chapters. Every
year, 58.90 per cent of the total had been received, church is described by arepresentative of that group.

The National Lutheran Council, Synodical Conference
and Lu theran Wor ld Federa t ion a lso are fea tured .

1 0

Of the $2,962,000 anticipated from the 1955 Lu¬
theran Wor ld Act ion appeal , the Nat ional Lutheran
Council expects to spend $865,000 for interchurch aid. Pictures, diagrams and charts appear on nearly
service to refugees and support to minority churches every page. The latest available statistics (as of
in countries which still suffer from war effects as January 1, 1955) also are included,
well as behind the Iron Curtain, Mr. Shaffer said.

.Written in popular style, each chapter pictures
In addition, $325,000 have been earmarked for the briefly, yet completely, the distinctive spirit, history

gathering, processing and distribution of clothing, and work of the group being discussed. The authors
food, medicines and other supplies by Lutheran World are synodical officials, editors and professors, all
Relief, and $150,000 for Lutheran Refugee Service’s highly respected in American Lutheranism,
resettlement program which is shared with the Lu¬
theran Church-Missouri Synod. AMERICA’S LUTHERANS may be ordered through

any of the Lutheran publishing houses or supply
Also, according to the 1955 program, $290,000 of stores in the United States and Canada,

the LWA goal will be spent for spiritual service to
men and women in the armed forces, and $750,000 Stand on the wrong side of the tapestry —a
will be given to Lutheran mission fields in Tanganyika, confusionof colors,knots andloose ends. But,be
Indonesia, New Guinea, Jordan, Syria, Hong Kong, assured, on theother side thereis the pattern.With-
Malaya, South and Southwest Africa and Borneo. An- out faith, youareas stained-glass windowsint h e
other $110,000 have been earmarked for the develop- dark,
ment of Lutheran congregations and schools in Latin — A n o n .
A m e r i c a n c o u n t r i e s .

Smaller amounts of LWA money have been ear¬
marked for cooperation with other Protestant denomi-

for international Lutheran cooperation in the field
of theology, and to develop afund for the financing

nations, to support the American Bible Society, for of the 1957 Assembly of the Lutheran World Federa-
emergency activities on the American Mission field, tion which will take place in the United States, Mr.
especially for the ministry to migrant people and Shaffer added,
those in large temporary communities.

^, .. „ T h e c o m p l e t e fi n a n c i a l r e p o r t s , a s o f A u g u s t 3 1 ,
Likewise, funds from the 1955 appeal will be used follows:

P e r c e n t P e r c e n t
G o a l

8-30-558 - 3 1 - 5 4
C a s h

R e c e i v e d

$856,419.71
250,282.02
275,005.00
225,000.00

9,845.88
14,058.63
8,579.96
5,791.20
7,884.37

G o a l
C h u r c h B o d y
U n i t e d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a _
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
American Lutheran Church 
Augustana Lutheran Church
Lutheran Free Church
United Evangelical Lutheran Church —
Suomi Synod 
American Evangelical Lutheran Church
Undesignated

G o a l

$1,390,384.00
594,926.00
528,990.00
334,431.00
43,935.00
32,404.00
22,020.00
14,910.00

6 1 . 5 9
4 2 . 0 6

64 .21
4 7 . 6 7

5 1 . 9 8 6 0 . 6 3
6 7 . 2 7
2 2 . 4 1

5 9 . 6 6
3 0 . 4 2

43.38 5 3 . 5 4
3 8 . 9 9 2 3 . 3 1
38.84 37.50

T O T A L $2,962,000.00 $1,652,866.77 5 5 . 7 9 58.96
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t h i n g ! Ye t s h e w a s k i n d . T h i s o n e o r t h a t o n e h a d “ m e a n t
w e l l ” o r “ p o o r t h i n g h e t r i e d !
h e a d v i g o r o u s l y , h e r v o i c e d w i n d l i n g a w a y i n a f a d i n g r e ¬
q u i e m . I n a m i n u t e s h e w o u l d p o u n c e u p o n s o m e t h i n g m o r e
d e fi n i t e , s o m e t h i n g t o g i v e h e r d i r e c t i o n , a s i g n p o s t o f p e r ¬
son or activity. Work for the night is coming.

W e s a w h e r l a s t a t t h e d i s t r i c t c o n v e n t i o n i n S a l i n a s
A s u s u a l w e s t a y e d a t t h e M o r t e n s e n r a n c h , a s u s u a l w e
were in and out, breathlessly, dashing off to lectures, to
meet ing ( fo r conven t ions , l i ke na tu re , abhors avacuum)
a n d w h e n w e w e r e p a c k e d a n d r e a d y t o l e a v e f o r h o m e
Ann brought us to her mbther’s room. Her mother was deep
in bed, atired old queen asleep. We begged Ann. ..but no,
h e r m o t h e r w o u l d n e v e r f o r g i v e h e r , a p r o p e r g o o d b y m u s t
b e o b s e r v e d ,

lady was awake, alert to What was happening, her hand out,
drawing us to her again. “Aa, men li l le b0rn dog, jeg har
jo ikke haft godt af jer idenne tid!” How we laughed at her
thri f t iness. No, of course, she had had no good of us; i t
was not enough to have given us lodging and food, amore
robust exchange must be made, permanence in friendship be
r . e - e s t a b l i s h e d . I f t h e b e n e fi t d i d n o t c o m e b y t h e w a y s h e
m u s t w r e s t i t f r o m c i r c u m s t a n c e i t s e l f .

The Long Journey A n d s h e w o u l d s h a k e h e r

Y e a r s a g o I r e a d o f t h e d e a t h o f a d o c t o r i n a t o w n .
T h e n e w s p a p e r c a m e o u t w i t h t h e s i m p l e h e a d l i n e : T H E
D O C T O R I S D E A D . E v e r y b o d y k n e w . I t w a s t h e d o c t o r .

The same with old Mrs. Mortensen (real ly old, almost
1 0 0 ye a rs ) i n Sa l i n a s . Th e n e w sp a p e r m i g h t w e l l h a ve h e a d ¬
lined: THE GRAND OLD LADY IS DEAD. Everybody would
k n o w .

H e r n a m e w a s “ J u l i a n n a ” M o r t e n s e n * . S h e r e m i n d e d u s
(wi thout our knowing why) of many te l l ing words, l ink ing
us somehow or other (herself the descriptive link) to: The
White Oaks of Jalna (was there agrand old lady in those
tales?): Vi V e n t e r P a a S k i b ( w a s n ’ t t h e r e a J u l i a n n a i n
that book?) and of course we always thought of aQueen
Mother when we were ushered into her presence; we had a
f e e l i n g , w e t o l d h e r , o f b e i n g g i v e n a n “ a u d i e n c e ” a n d t h a t
we should back out of the room, bowing. This delighted her.
To the last she was quick and bright and fond of aquip
o r a j o k e .

What atreat it was to come up the ranch driveway, turn
around in the big open yard by the barns (a 20 mule team
could easily have turned in that space) and go through the
whi te gate and the rose-arbored doorway into the warm,
r i c h r o o m s s o l i k e t h e B E T T E R
H O M E S A N D G A R D E N S s h e
somet imes read (and shame on tha t
magaz ine fo r no t pub l i sh ing the
p i c t u r e o f t h a t o l d s u b s c r i b e r w i t h
their magazine in her hand). Her
S t r o n g v i b r a n t v o i c e w o u l d c a l l o u t

Men lille Bprn, dog. ..
A n d w e w o u l d fi n d h e r e i t h e r

in the living room or kitchen, her
h a n d a l r e a d y o u t s t r e t c h e d t o g r a s p
o u r s i n a s t r o n g c o m m a n d i n g g r a s p ,
he r vo i ce w i t h i t s beau t i f u l peasan t
d ia lec t s t i l l , a f te r a lmos t 100 years ,
s o r e d o l e n t o f L a n g e l a n d a n d L o l ¬
l a n d , b i d d i n g u s w e l c o m e . I n ¬
s t a n t l y s h e w a s r e a d y f o r c o n v e r ¬
s a t i o n , a v i d f o r n e w s . H o w g o e s
i t w i t h o u r c h u r c h , w i t h t h e s y n o d ,
w h a t d i d w e h e a r f r o m v a r i o u s
congregations, ministers? How goes
i t w i t h w o r l d p o l i t i c s ? W h a t d i d
w e t h i n k o f t h i s , o f t h a t ? S h e
crowded us wi th urgency. Speak,
s p e a k ! T e l l m e !

I f s h e r e c e i v e d u s i n t h e l i v i n g
room she wore her jewels, her scarf t ied always in afine
bow at her throat, over her knees an afghan; she became
par t o f t he r i ch pa t te rn and b rocade o f he r cha i r.

B u t i n t h e k i t c h e n s h e w a s a t t h e h e a r t o f t h e r a n c h l i f e .

There her feet were cozy in bedroom slippers resting on a
skammel”, and about her were strev/n magazines, books

a n d p a p e r s ; g r e a t a c t i v i t y a n d t h e w i n d s o f t h e w o r l d s w i r l e d
a r o u n d h e r .

She kept track of farm prices, new farming methods; I
am sure the “boys” (middle-aged men themselves) found it
best to report to her or come to her for advice; her grand¬
child, Julianne, must keep her en rapport with her music,
her school activit ies. There was nothing too trifling for the
old lady to know, if she could not go out into the world the
w o r l d m u s t c o m e t o h e r .

She kept track of all the ministers throughout the synod,
too ! You d idn ’ t know i t , bu t you were her ch i ld ren, too .
She spoke of ministers she had known 50 or 60 years ago
with the same interest with which she bespoke the young
m i n i s t e r s : H v a d b l e v d e r a f h a m ? Va r h a n i j e r e s t i d ?
(Too often he was not in “our time.” It was the only time
we could feel young, in the long span of her memory) Or:
Render Iden unge Praest? Mons tro han bl iver t i l noget?
For she had no patience with anyone not setting amark.
We must amount to something, stand up, progress, say some-

Mother dear”, she said, and instantly the old( (

T h e s o f t l u s h l a n d o f L a n g e l a n d a n d L o l l a n d t o t h e r a w
p i o n e e r d a y s i n t h e n e w w o r l d . B u t c o n q u e r i n g t h a t w i l d

w e s t h a d m a d e h e r s t r o n g a s s h e
h a d m a d e t h a t w o r l d s t r o n g ; i t
h a d b e e n d i s c i p l i n e d , m a d e o r ¬
der ly and f ru i t fu l ; now the place
with i ts miles of white fence, i ts
wh i te bu i ld ings and green fie lds
h a d a n a i r o f r e p o s e a b o u t i t .
Ye t i n t he a ffluence and success o f
t h a t g r e a t r i c h r a n c h s h e h a d
t i m e a n d d e s i r e t o “ w a i t f o r a
ship.” Her church and her synod
w e r e n o t f o r g o t t e n , e v e r . S h e w a s
wi th both in spi r i t , want ing them
cared for, kept strong.

S t r e n g t h w a s h e r k e y w o r d .
H o w l i k e h e r t o s a y, w h e n s h e
knew the end was but hours away

Promise me to keep strong, prom¬
ise me not to give way.” For how
c l o s e A n n a n d h e r m o t h e r h a d
a l w a y s b e e n . A n d s h e w o u l d h a v e
been proud of Ann that ,day, Ann’s
s t r e n g t h a n d c a l m w o u l d h a v e
s u i t e d h e r .

She was not known only for her
hundred years, she was known for

o l d D a n i s h p r o n u n c i a t i o n s u i t e d h e r

u

( C

J u l i e M o r t e n s e n

b e i n g J u l i a n n e ( a n d t h e
b e s t : Yu l i a n n a ) .

In her casket she was still indomitable, you knew she
would go on, she would, as Faulkner said “prevail.

At her throat were her pearls, she wore agrand old lady’s
black velvet dress with white ruching at neck and wrists.
But she was an effigy of herself; we had the feeling that
she had left all this gentility with impatience and gone on to
other worlds, other work, ready and full of years to take on
y e t a n o t h e r l i f e .

< (

E l l e n N i e l s e n .
F r e s n o , C a l i f o r n i a .

C O N D U C T A N D M A N N E R S
In stating prudential rules for our government in society,

Imust not omit the important one of never entering into
dispute or argument with another. Inever saw an instance
of one of two disputants convincing the other by argument.
Ihave seen many, on their getting warm, becoming rude,
a n d s h o o t i n g o n e a n o t h e r ,
own dispassionate reading, either in solitude, or weighing
within ourselves, dispassionately, whatever we hear from
others. Standing uncommitted in argument ourselves. It was
one of the rules which, above all others, made Doctor Franklin
the most amiable of men in society, “never to contradict any¬
body.” If he was urged to announce an opinion, he did it
rather by asking questions, as if for information, or by sug-

— T h o m a s J e f f e r s o n .

C o n v i c t i o n i s t h e e f f e c t o f o u r

●Her name was Julie, but when her first and orrfy granddaughter was
given the two names, Juii-ann, the old lady also became Julianne for me,
—perhaps, subconsciously, because it is the name of aqueen. ges t i ng doub t s .
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old Petersen at the organ, sang the Danish
h y m n , “ U n d e r d i n e V i n g e r s S k y g g e ,
a n d t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s a n g “ A b i d e W i t h
M e ” a n d “ T U H r m l e n e r a e k k e r d i n M i s -
kunhed Gud. ” The pa l lbeare rs were Car l
Mil ler, Niels Mil ler, Christ ian Hansen,
Wayne Jacobsen, C. Richard Pedersen and
A r n o l d S o r e n s e n .

R e p r i n t e d f r o m t h e A s k o v, M i n n . ,
“ A m e r i c a n

(Even at her advanced age, she ex-
i i i b i t e d u n u s u a l v i g o r . D u r i n g h e r l a s t
years at the Home in Des Moines, whether
t h e w e a t h e r w a s h o t o r c o l d , s h e t o o k
ada i l y cons t i tu t iona l wa lk a f te r her noon
rest . And every Fr iday evening, her
p i a n o p l a y i n g a c c o m p a n i e d a v i o l i n i s t
( A k s e l S c h m i d t ) i n a c o n c e r t a t V a l -

bo rgsminde . )

band are summer residents near Gray¬
ling, and have been regular in attendance
at church se rv ices . Rev. Ense l raann re¬
s p o n d e d v e r y n i c e l y , a n d g a v e a s h o r t
resume of his work here, expressing the
e a r n e s t h o p e a n d p r a y e r t h a t t h e t w o
c h u r c h e s m i g h t s o o n r e c e i v e a f u l l - t i m e
pastor in his place.

The program closed with the singing
o f “ B l e s t B e t h e T i e t h a t B i n d s ” a n d
Benediction. Visiting followed.

It is with deep regret that his two
congregations, as well as the communities
i n g e n e r a l , b i d f a r e w e U t o R e v. E n s e l -
mann. He has not only been active in
a f f a i r s o f t he chu rch , bu t has a l so en¬
deared himself to the Boy Scouts, among
whom he was afaithful worker, and to
h i s r a d i o a u d i e n c e w h o h a v e h e a r d h i m
at morning devotions from time to time
over Station WATC at Gaylord. He has
also been act ive in promotion of the
Grayhng Memorial Recreational area,
which is just nicely getting under way.
A l l g o o d w i s h e s f o l l o w h i m t o h i s n e w

-field of endeavor, in Badger and Lake
N o r d e n , S o u t h D a k o t a .

A l o n g a n d u s e f u l l i f e c a m e t o a
peaceful close in the passing of Mrs. P. N.
Fenger, an Askov res ident for many
years, who died at the Woodrest Nursing
home in Long Lake, near Anoka, death
resu l t i ng f rom hear t d i sease . She wou ld
have been 92 years of age next month.

Leaving Askov four years ago to enter
Valborgsminde”, Danish Old People’s

home in Des Moines, Iowa, Mrs. Fenger
r e t u r n e d h e r e o c c a s i o n a l l y t o v i s i t h e r
old home and to greet her friends in
t h i s c o m m u n i t y . S h e s u f f e r e d a b r o k e n
h i p i n a f a l l t h i s s u m m e r a n d w i t h h e r
a d v a n c e d a g e i t w a s d i f fi c u l t f o r h e r
to be up and around. She was taken to
the nursing home two weeks ago for
better care and her strength gradually
grew less unt i l the end came.

T o A s k o v i n 1 9 1 3

» }
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Farewell Party Given For
R e v. J o h n E n s e l m a n n

Bringing to aclose five years of serv¬
ice as Pastor of the Grayling Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Grayling, Michigan,
and the Messiah Lutheran Church of Ros¬
common, Mich igan, Rev. John Ense lmann
preached his fareweU sermon on Sunday,
September 11th. The churches were dec¬
orated with garden flowers, and alarge
congregation was present at both services
t o h e a r h i m .

Dur ing serv ices in the Grayl ing church.
Rev. Enselmann also officiated at abap¬
t i s m a l s e r v i c e , a n d i n t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n
o f t h e B o y S c o u t A w a r d “ F o r G o d a n d
C o u n t r y ” t o C h a r l e s G a r l a n d , a m e m b e r
of the congregat ion.

T h a t e v e n i n g m e m b e r s o f h i s t w o
c h u r c h e s g a t h e r e d a t D a n e b o d H a U i n
Grayling for afarewell party in his honor.
Approximately 120 guests were present
t o e n j o y t h e 6 : 3 0 o ’ c l o c k h a m d i n n e r
s e r v e d b y t h e t h r e e L a d i e s ’ A i d s o f t h e
c h i n c h e s .

FoUowing dinner ashort program was
g iven i n t he aud i to r i um, wh ich a l so was
deco ra ted w i t h bouque ts and baske ts o f
fl o w e r s . M r . H e r b e r t P r u e h s o f t h e
M e s s i a h L u t h e r a n C h u r c h a c t e d a s M a s ¬
ter of Ceremonies, and the foUowing pro¬
gram was g iven, coupled wi th group
s ing ing .

F o r M e s s i a h L u t h e r a n L a d i e s ’ A i d —
M r s . H e r b e r t P r u e h s .

For Messiah Lutheran Congregation—
M r . L a w r e n c e G u U c k .

F o r G r a y l i n g J u n i o r L a d i e s ’ A i d — M r s .
R o b e r t S o r e n s o n .

Fo r Gray l i ng Sen io r Lad ies ’ A id—^Mrs .
W i l h e l m R a a e .

F o r G r a y l i n g L u t h e r a n C o n g r e g a t i o n —
M r . W U h e h n R a a e .

For Method is t Memor ia l Congrega t ion—
R e v . R . C . P u f f e r .

Others who spoke words of apprecia¬
t i o n a n d f a r e w e l l s w e r e C h a r l e s G a r l a n d

of near Roscommon, on behalf of the Boy
Scou ts . Mr. Wes ley Kumpu la o f t he
G r a y l i n g c o n g r e g a t i o n a n d M r s . R . C .
P u f f e r o f t h e M e t h o d i s t c h u r c h a l s o
added short talks, as weU as Mrs. Chris
Staugaard of Detroit, who with her hus-

Laura d’Origny Kirketerp, the daughter
of the Rev. and Mrs. Carl Kirketerp,
was born October 16, 1863, in Uldum
Prsestegaard, Denmark. She grew to w o ¬
manhood in that country, and on De¬
cember 29, 1894, was married to Dr.
Palmer N. Fenger. The family came to
the United States in October, 1903, Nysted,
Nebraska, being their first home. Two
years later they moved to Luck, Wis¬
consin, their home until 1909 when they
went to Cedar Falls, Iowa, and in 1913
t h e y c a m e t o A s k o v.

D r . F e n g e r p a s s e d a w a y i n a D u l u t h
hospital November 18, 1926, and ason,
Gunnar K., died several years ago at
t h e a g e o f 4 6 . M r s . F e n g e r l e a v e s
a n o t h e r s o n . D r. E j v i n d F e n g e r, M i n n e ¬
apol is ; and three daughters, Agnete,
Philadelphia; Ingrid, Bemidji; and Bodil,
Mrs. Arthur C. Eckborg, Chicago, 111.;
four grandchildren and two great-grand¬
c h i l d r e n .

APrayer for Jewish
Evangelism Sunday

Dear Lord, Thou has taught us that
Thy kingdom comes to lost men through
redeemed men. We thank Thee for the
priceless gift of Thy salvation and offer
ourselves to Thee as instruments for
bringing the news of Thy redeeming
grace to others. We pray for the people
of Israel, for we know it is Thy will
that they should receive the salvation
brought to the world by their
M e s s i a h .

We pray that we who see and know
the Light of the world may be led in
our efforts to help our Jewish friends
receive their sight spiritually. Put it on
our hearts to include the people of Israel
and their spiritual need in our thinking
as we plan and carry out the work of
our church. Help us to pray for them
in our homes and in our churches, seek¬
ing wisdom and guidance f rom Thee
in reaching them.

Help us to understand their unbelief
but still more to trust the power of Thy
W o r d o v e r u n b e l i e f ,
retreat into our own Christ ian circ les
only to glory in what we have. Give us
compassion in place of prejudice, and
understanding which is more than toler¬
ance. Give us the out-reaching view,
that we may not isolate ourselves from
t h o s e w h o n e e d T h e e m o s t ,
we have and what we do and show
us what we should add to our home and
church-life in order to win our Jewish
neighbors. May they sense our earnest¬
ness in the Christian faith, our interest
in others, and our welcome to those who
surround our churches. For the sake
of Christ our Redeemer we pray. Amen.

(The 18th Sunday after Trinity is being
observed as Jewish Evangelism Sunday.
The above prayer was prepared by Miss
Rebecca Mil lunchick, of the N. L. C.
s ta f f . )

o w n

G r e a t L o v e f o r M u s i c

Mrs. Fenger was acountry doctor ’s
helpmate and as such found many occa¬
sions to lend assistance with his numerous
patients, aski l led hand when needed,
asympathetic word to the iU and infirm,
and awarm meal and help for the busy
d o c t o r o n h i s r e t u r n h o m e f r o m a t r y i n g
trip. She also found time to help with
m a n y o f t h e c o m m u n i t y ’ s m u s i c a l p r o ¬
grams, and social gatherings at the Fenger
home where good music was enjoyed and
appreciated.

A s a m e m b e r o f t h e B e t h l e h e m L u ¬
theran church, Mrs. Fenger took an active
i n t e r e s t i n i t s p r o g r a m s , t h e S u n d a y
s c h o o l a n d t h e L a d i e s ’ A i d . S h e a l s o
t o o k p a r t i n o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s i n e a r l i e r
days , bu t he r g rea t l ove was fo r mus ic ,
m a n y o f A s k o v ’ s y o u n g p e o p l e fi n d i n g
their introduction to the piano or organ
u n d e r h e r s k i l l e d fi n g e r s . A n a c c o m ¬
plished musician she could stUl entertain *
h e r f r i e n d s w i t h p i a n o s e l e c t i o n s u n t i l
the last years of her life.

M r s . F e n g e r w a s l a i d t o r e s t i n t h e
beautiful Askov cemetery following serv¬
i c e s i n t h e B e t h l d h e m L u t h e r a n c h u r c h

w i t h t h e R e v . H a r o l d P e t e r s e n , l o c a l
pastor, mcharge, assisted by the Rev.
Ot ta r S . Jo rgensen o f M inneapo l i s . Mrs .
P a u l J e n s e n , a c c o m p a n i e d b y M r s . H a r -

M a y w e n e v e r N

U s e w h a t
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religious material when there is distortion of its in¬
tended purpose —to convey the Word of God.”

This youth group expressed its opposition to uni¬
versal military training decrying the “emphasis of
many governmental leaders on the idea that perma¬
nent military power is asolution to international
t e n s i o n . ”

Taking the positive point of view, the delegates
endorsed the efforts of the United States government
to “make world peace through increased love and
unders tand ing o f o ther peoples ra ther than ch iefly
through reliance on the deterring effect of military
or economic power.”

Luther Leagues which had entered into interracial
areas to promote integration of various classes and
races of people -received praise also.

—From “A Mighty Fortress.
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Calling All AELYFers!!!

C O M E T O T H E

N A T I O N A L
A E L Y F C O N V E N T I O N - W O R K S H O P

NOVEMBER 4, 5, 6
T Y L E R , M I N N E S O TA

Dur Citizenship Under Christ”
Who May And Should Come —

All district officers, two representatives from
each local Fellowship, all pastors, all Friends
of Youth committees, anyone interested.
C o s t s —

Total cost for registration, meals and lodging
for the week-end (Friday afternoon through Sun¬
day noon) $7, which includes the registration fee.
If anyone comes for ashorter period of time, they
will be charged for individual meals.
Registration —

Aregistration fee of $1 per person should
be sent to Rev. Enok Mortensen, Tyler, Minne¬
sota, by October 15, if at all possible. All who
plan to attend should register. The registration
fee will be returned if you find it impossible
t o a t t e n d .
What To Br ing —

Sheets, pillow cases, blankets, AWORLD OF
SONG, aNEW TESTAMENT, aspirit of sharing,
and your ideas and questions.

#

%

\ L u t h e r a n S c o u t Aw a r d G i v e n t o
Micliigan AELYFer

A n o t h e r A E L Y F e r h a s r e c e i v e d t h e P R O D E O
ET PATRIA AWARD fo r Lu the ran Boy Scou ts and
Explorers.

This time the award went to Charles R. Garland,
First Class Scout of Roscommon, Michigan, Post 44,
and amember of Grayling Lutheran Church. Charles
received the medal and citation at the morning wor¬
ship on September 11, the last Sunday that Rev. John
Enselmann was at Grayling. Three of Charles’ fellow
Explorers were also present. His mother pinned on
t h e m e d a l .

It is reported that Charles has gathered the offer¬
ing for two years in the Grayling church. He had
to drive ten miles to church and his pastor reports
that if he was not able to be present, he always let
the pastor know in time to make other arrangements.
Charles also made aminiature copy of the altar and
wrote an essay on King David. He was confirmed in
the Grayling church two years ago.

The requirements for the PRO DEO ET PATRIA
AWARD were printed in PAGING YOUTH in the
August 20 issue when it was reported that John
Johansen of Newel l , Iowa, had received the award.
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Qualities of Fun Set Forth at
C o n c l a v e o f Yo u t h

“Have fun bu t be se lec t i ve i n you r rec rea t i on ”
w a s t h e a d v i c e t h e R e v . H a r n e r M i d d l e s w a r t h o f
Philadelphia gave the 3,000 young people attending
the national Luther League convention of the United
Lutheran Church at Ann Arbor, Michigan, in August.

“Recreation is big business today,” he said. “Pro¬
moters and agents of commercialized recreation too
often work under the idea that ‘business is business.’
The Christian has aduty to be selective and should
work to save those who cannot help themselves from
pernicious forms of amusement.

“Recreat ion shou ld enr ich l i fe , no t jus t exhaust
the body and the purse. In this day of increased
automation there are increasing numbers of unwanted
and unassimilated youth with too much leisure time.
They offer aterrific challenge to the youth of the
Church,” declared Pastor Middleswarth.

Motion pictures and songs that distort religion
.came under fire from the convention. The delegates
firmly adopted aresolution “disapproving the use by
the motion picture and song industries of biblical and

C h i l d r e n S t i l l C h o o s e J e s u s a s
Literary Hero

Jesus is still the undisputed favorite literary hero
of children, this in spite of current fads for books
about horses and Davy Crockett, reports anoted
author of l i terature for juveni les.

All the Davy Crockett books ever sold won’t nearly
m a t c h t h e n u m b e r o f b o o k s a b o u t J e s u s w h i c h h a v e

been published in the last generation, is the further
declaration of Dr. Mary Alice /Jones of Nashville,
Te n n e s s e e .

T h e d i r e c t o r o f c h i l d r e n ’ s w o r k f o r t h e M e t h o d i s t
Board of Education, Di'. Jones herself has written 20
religious books for young people, with acirculation
of seven million copies in ten languages.

“I’m aDavy Crockett fan myself,” says Dr. Jones,
an alumna of Davy Crockett Elementary School in
Dallas, Texas, “but Davy is just a‘passing phase’
compared to the surging circulation of children’s
religious books.’'

From “A Mighty Fortress.
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Our Women’s Work
Mrs. Ellen Knudsen, 1033 South Tenth Street, Maywood, I l l inois

E d i t o r

Mrs . Ho lgaa rd ca l l ed upon rep resen ta t i ves f rom the va r i ous
congregations to tell about the work in their particular group.
Chicago (Tr in i ty) reported about an Indian evening, when
typical Indian food was served and the program was given
by an Ind ian coup le who are s tudy ing in Ch icago. They
had also distributed Lenten self-denial boxes and the proceeds
had been sent to the Santal Mission. Chicago (St. Stephen’s)
r e p o r t e d t h a t m a n y p r o j e c t s h a d a i d e d t h e i r c o l l e c t i o n t o
the Mission. Racine had had interest ing mission meetings
and had sponsored adinner and party for their Sunday school
t e a c h e r s a n d c h o i r m e m b e r s . I n D w i g h t t h e l a d i e s h a d h a d
aSmorgasbord and rummage sa le , and the th ree g roups
with in their church had held four union mission meet ings
dur ing the year. Menominee, Mich igan, had sponsored a
t a l e n t s h o w a n d u s e d t h e “ p u t o n e d o l l a r t o w o r k ” i d e a .
Marinette women had earned their mission money by putting
o n b a k e a n d r u m m a g e s a l e s . I n C l i n t o n a m o t h e r - d a u g h t e r
b a n q u e t w a s h e l d a n d s o m e o n e h a d d e c o r a t e d t h e m i s s i o n
b o x e s w i t h p i c t u r e s o f t h e R i b e r s a n d M u r i e l N i e l s e n .

M r s . H o l g a a r d r e m i n d e d u s t h a t s t e w a r d s h i p m e a n s m o r e
t h a n o u r m o n e t a r y g i f t s , t h a t w e s h o u l d g i v e f r e e l y o f o u r
t a l e n t s a s w e l l .

It was decided to send our representative, Mrs. Holgaard,
to the Women’s Institute, to be held in Des Moines, Iowa, in
November, and to ask the various groups in the district to
share this expense. It was voted to give our offering to the
G r a n d V i e w S e m i n a r y F u n d . T h e o f f e r i n g a m o u n t e d t o $ 5 4 .

W e c l o s e d o u r m e e t i n g b y s i n g i n g , “ O Z i o n H a s t e . ” M a y
G o d g r a n t u s e n t h u s i a s m a n d w i l l i n g h a n d s f o r H i s c a u s e
i n t h e c o m i n g y e a r .

A T r i b u t e
T h e c h i l d r e n a r e i n b e d — t h e l a s t v e r s e o f E v e n i n g S t a r

U p Yo n d e r s t i l l l i n g e r s i n t h e a i r . A n d a l l t h r o u g h t h e d a y
wh i l e do i ng t he end less , age -o l d woman l y r ou t i nes o f l aund ry,
c o o k i n g a n d c l e a n i n g , I h a v e b e e n - l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o t h i s
q u i e t h o u r, h o p i n g t h a t i n s p i r a t i o n w o u l d c o m e t o g e t h e r w i t h
the peace o f even ing .

T h e h o u r i s h e r e , a n d I a m h e r e , b u t i n s p i r a t i o n h a s g o n e
o v e r t h e h i l l . H o w d o e s o n e w r i t e a t r i b u t e fi l l e d w i t h w a r m t h
a n d h u m o r , a v o i d i n g t h e o l d p a p e r - t h i n p h r a s e s a b o u t “ f e l ¬
l owsh ip ” and “unse l fish ded i ca ted se rv i ce , ” say ing wha t shou ld
and must be said and yet attracting the reader (without whom
t h e o n l y v a l u e i n s a y i n g i t i s l o s t , a f t e r , a l l ) .

T h i s s h o u l d b e d o n e . B e c a u s e t h a t i s t h e k i n d o f t r i b u t e
M r s . I d a E g e d e d e s e r v e s . F o r t e n y e a r s , a s p r e s i d e n t o f t h e
W o m e n ’ s M i s s i o n S o c i e t y, s h e h a s b e e n t h e m a i n l i n k t y i n g
t o g e t h e r t h e u n i t e d w o r k o f a l l t h e w o m e n o f o u r s y n o d .
H e r s h a s b e e n a k e y p o s i t i o n a s t h e h e a d o f a l l o u r w o m e n ’s
■g r o u p s . T i m e a n d a g a i n s h e h a s r e p r e s e n t e d u s w i t h d i g n i t y
a n d g r a c e a t i r t t e r - s y n o d i c a l m e e t i n g s o f c h u r c h w o m e n .

M r s . E g e d e h a s p u t i n c o u n t l e s s h o u r s o f h a r d w o r k f o r
,WMS. She has corresponded voluminously with any and al l

w h o h a v e c o m e t o h e r w i t h a c o n c e r n f o r W M S . I d a r e s a y
if all her WMS correspondence were laid end to end, it would
reach all the way to the Santal Mission field and be weU on
i t s w a y b a c k ! A n d s h e h a s w o r k e d w i t h w a r m t h a n d e n e r g y
a n d d e t e r m i n a t i o n .

H e r l e a d e r s h i p h a s b e e n i n f o r m e d , e x t r e m e l y f a i r - m i n d e d ,
a n d g r a c i o u s . T h i s d o e s n o t m e a n t h a t w e h a v e a l l w o r k e d
in perfect agreement and concord with Mrs. Egede, nor would
t h a t b e n e c e s s a r y o r e v e n d e s i r a b l e . B u t t h o s e o f u s w h o
h a v e w o r k e d w i t h h e r o n t h e W M S b o a r d h a v e o f t e n b e e n
a m a z e d a t h e r g o o d j u d g m e n t , h e r a b i l i t y t o k e e p p o s t e d ,
a n d h e r e n t h u s i a s t i c e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o e a c h o f u s .

As is perhaps usual in our synod, the vis ib le rewards
w h i c h M r s . E g e d e r e c e i v e d d u r i n g h e r t e n y e a r s a s p r e s i d e n t
were not great. The honor and glory were apt to be over¬
s h a d o w e d b y f o r g e t f u l n e s s o r c r i t i c i s m ; t h e s a l a r y w a s n o n ¬
e x i s t e n t a n d s e c r e t a r i a l h e l p w a s e q u a l l y s o ; t h e p o w e r w a s
in most cases only as much as her pen could wield. But
C h r L t i a n s e r v i c e c o m e s i n r e s p o n s e t o G o d ’ s w o n d e r f u l g i f t s ,
and Mrs. Egede is aChrist ian woman who l ives under the
c o m p u l s i o n o f s u c h a r e s p o n s e .

Mrs. Egede is astrong-minded woman. As such, she is
o n e o f t h e m a n y w h o h e l p t o m a k e t h e w o r k i n o u r s y n o d
interesting and alive. We thank her again for the ten years
she gave so wil l ingly to the work of the Women’s Mission
Society, and we look forward to the many t imes that she
w i l l h e l p u s i n t h e f u t u r e .

WMS Meeting in District VI
The WMS d is t r i c t mee t ing was he ld a t Lake Norden ,

S a t u r d a y, S e p t e m b e r 2 4 . R e v. J . E n s e l m a n n l e d u s i n d e v o ¬
t i o n a f t e r w e h a d s u n g , “ S a v i o r , I F o l l o w O n .

Mrs. Enok Mortensen presided at the meet ing in the absence
of the distr ict representative. Aletter from our WMS presi¬
d e n t , M i s s E m i l i e S t o c k h o l m , w a s r e a d a n d d i s c u s s e d . I t
w a s d e c i d e d t h a t t h e e v e n i n g ’ s c o l l e c t i o n s h o u l d b e u s e d t o
p a y o u r d i s t r i c t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ’ s e x p e n s e s t o t h e W o m e n ’ s
I n s t i t u t e i n D e s M o i n e s , I o w a , a n d t h a t t h e r e s t b e g i v e n t o
t h e S e m i n a r y F u n d .

M r s . M o r t e n s e n r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e W o m e n ’ s R e t r e a t i n
T y l e r h a d b e e n v e r y s u c c e s s f u l . E n c o u r a g i n g r e p o r t s w i t h
g o o d s u g g s t i o n s f o r m o n e y - m a k i n g p r o j e c t s w e r e g i v e n b y
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e v a r i o u s g r o u p s . I t w a s u r g e d t h a t t h e
w o m e n t a k e p a r t i n t h e W o r l d D a y o f P r a y e r s e r v i c e s a n d
t h a t t h e y h a v e a s p e c i a l W M S p r o g r a m e a c h y e a r . A f t e r
d i s c u s s i n g t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e s s e n t t o u s b y M i s s S t o c k h o l m
i t w a s a g r e e d t h a t a p a m p h l e t s u g g e s t i n g m a t e r i a l a n d t o p i c s
f o r p r o g r a m p l a n n i n g i n o u r w o m e n ’ s w o r k w o u l d b e v e r y
w e l c o m e a n d u s e f u l .

7 }

M r s . A x e l K i l d e g a a r d .

W M S D i s t r i c t I I I M e e t s a t
Trinity in Chicago

M i l d a F e l d t m o s e ,
S e c r e t a r y o f t h e m e e t i n g .

O u r m e e t i n g w a s c a l l e d t o o r d e r b y M r s . M i n n a H o l g a a r d
o f C l i n t o n , I o w a . A f t e r s i n g i n g “ H a r k t h e V o i c e o f J e s u s
Calling,” Mrs. Holgaard read the scripture passage from
P h i l l l p p l a n s 4 : 1 3 , “ I c a n d o a l l t h i n g s i n H i m w h o s t r e n g t h e n s

S fl c l t h i s w a s f o l J o w e r l t o y a s h o r t c l o v o l l o t i a n d p r a y e r .
Mrs, Esther Petersen was elected secretary for the meeting

in t he absence o f Mrs . Eva Nygaa rd .
The minutes o f las t years ’ meet ing were read and approved.
Aletter from our new WMS president. Miss Emilie Stock¬

holm, was read and as she was present she was given the
floor. Miss Stockholm asked that the quest ionnaires which
she had mailed out to the various groups be fully answered
and promptly returned.

Several suggestions of changes in policy and of the con¬
s t i t u t i o n w e r e v o i c e d .

Impressions of the Synod Convention
By Grace l l a i t sen , Newark , N „ t .

L o o k i n g i n t h e a t l a s , w e w e r e a m a z e d t o fi n d t h a t K l m -
balllon, Iowa, is avery small town. In fact the 1950 census
s t a t e d t h e p o p u l a t i o n t o b e 4 3 8 . O u r fi r s t t h o u g h t w a s “ H o w
c a n s u c h a s m a l l t o w n h a n d l e a s y n o d c o n v e n t i o n o f n e a r l y
4 0 0 d e l e g a t e s a n d g u e s t s ? ” “ W h e r e w i l l e v e r y o n e s l e e p —

H o w c a n t h e y d o t h e w o r k — s e e m s

i M
m e ,

i n t he ch i cken coop?
l i k e e v e r y s i n g l e i n d i v i d u a l i n t o w n w o u l d h a v e t o h e l p ?
Again we were amazed to find every detai l worked out to
the best advantage and every serv ice you could th ink of
w a s p r o v i d e d .

A s w e d r o v e i n t o K i m b a l l t o n

» < <

»

nearly passed through
we cou ld see tha t K imbal l ton , i s asmal l town, w i thi t

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 2 )
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I f we a re Lu therans , then o f course the bas ic

Christian issues are uppermost. “Am Imy brother’s
keeper?” If God loves equally my refugee brother
and myself, and places upon us both the duty of
cross^bearing, how best can Iconvert my acceptance of
securi ty and abundance into ademonstrat ion of es¬
sential Christian witness? Of. course this question
involves'all aspects of Christian service, but at this
moment, aiding our refugee brethren is aparticularly
c r u c i a l t e s t .

Am IMy Brother’s
Keeper?

Dr. Paul C. Empie
Execut ive Di rec tor, NLC

It’s always athrill to welcorhe friends! In your
name Igreeted 73 friends of yours just recently.
They were new neighbors —refugees sponsored by
Americans through the Lutheran Refugee Service
and brought by special plane’'’ directly to Chicago.
A l l we re f a rm fam i l i es , headed fo r homes i n t he
Middle West; all were Lutherans; all were excited
and happy! As usual, the children stole the show,
but I’ll not soon forget the father who told me grimly
that he was from Odessa, or the faces of ayoung
couple who said their long trip to freedom had started
o n e h u n d r e d m i l e s e a s t o f W a r s a w ! T r o u b l e ? W e
don’t know the meaning of the word!

How Iwish every member from our church bodies
could have joined the reception l ine. I t would have
answered for each of them the question frequently
asked, “It is worthwhile to go through all the ti'ouble
and effort necessary to bring arefugee family here?”
Of course it is! After all, you have alot at stake in
t h e m a t t e r . Yo u w e r e n ’ t a w a r e o f i t ? T h e n l e t
me explain.

Are you an American? Then the reputation of
your country needs your support. The wording of
the Refugee Relief Act of 1953 was so restrictive that
our government was suspected in many quarters of
bad faith, in that it announced lofty aims and then
enacted aseemingly unworkable law to fu lfi l l them.
T h e l a w i s d i f fi c u l t , b u t n o t u n w o r k a b l e . I n i t i a l
operations were inexcusably slow, but the processing
of cases has now been accelerated. This plane load
of newcomers brought the total of LRS-sponsored
arrivals up to 734, and we estimate that 4,000 of our
brethren will have arrived by the end of 1955. So
you see, your help can still tip the balances from
failure to success, and justify the faith in the United
States so deeply cherished in many parts of the world.

Are you aLutheran? Then the reputation of your
church is at stake. We got off to agood start, but
in recent months have fallen behind other Protestants,
working through Church World Service, and Roman
Catholics, in the giving of assurances. Our brethren
in distress abroad naturally look to the Lutheran
World Federation and to the Lutheran Refugee Service
in the U.S.A. for special assistance. They have every
right to do so, if we claim to give more than lip-
service to the duty to do good “especially to those of
t h e h o u s e h o l d o f f a i t h . ” D o n ’ t t h i n k f o r a m o m e n t
tliat I’m like acollege cheer leader whipping up en¬
thusiasm to “beat the other team.” The whole power
and impact of our Lutheran witness is involved. The
spotlight is on us; if we are indifferent or selfish in
the face of higher levels of love and sacrifice attained
by other groups, disparaging conclusions are auto¬
m a t i c a n d u n a n s w e r a b l e . I t w i l l h u r t !

We preach that there is no such thing as absolute
security; people do better to trust in the love of God
and His Church than in governments or systems. All
right, now the world watches to see our words trans¬
formed into deeds. Is it true that “love never fails,”
or is religion indeed the “opiate of the people?” Giving
the assurances for refugees doesn’t prove that we’re
Christians; but failing to give them when we could
if we wanted to, would be at least one sign of weak¬
ness or failure in our attempts to walk “in His steps.”
Certainly, on the whole, the obligation of our churches
in this matter is clear. Carrying our share of the
load will strengthen the impact of Christian witness.

The time factor is now the decisive one. The
Lutheran Refugee Serv ice has been author ized to
spend $1,000,000 in this program, whether the outcome
will be 10,000 or 20,000 brethren brought to our country
depends upon you. We need 7,500 new assurances
w i t h i n t h e n e x t t w e l v e m o n t h s . The persons you
sponsor will arrive. The Lutheran Refugee Service
will back you up in adjustment problems. Your in¬
vestment will reap dividends in the form of Christian
brethren who will bless God for your love. Not
every case will be perfect. Refugees are human! But
remember Him Who said that there is no special
virtue in loving those who love you; His followers
m u s t d o m o r e t h a n n o n - C h r i s t i a n s !

Send in assurances now, and some day welcome a
new neighbor yourself. It’s arewarding adventure
in cross-bearing!

D i s t r i c t V C o n v e n t i o n
District VConvention will be held at St. Peder’s Church

in Minneapolis on October 14, 15, and 16. The meeting will
open Friday afternoon at 2o’clock and close about 5:30
Sunday afternoon. Delegates are requested to bring areport
of the work and activities in their respective congregations
during the past year. Each congregation is permitted to send
one delegate for each 25 voting members. We hope that
all the congregations within our district may be well repre¬
s e n t e d a t t h i s m e e t i n g .

Harold Petersen,
D i s t r i c t V P r e s i d e n t .

Members o f the churches o f D is t r ic t Vand f r iends
most cordially invited to participate in the District Convention
to be held at St. Peder’s Churcth in Minneapolis, October 14-
16. Registration may be addressed to Miss Kathryn Nielsen,
4609-43rd Ave. So., Minneapolis 6, Minnesota, or to the pastor’
Ottar S. Jorgensen, 3149-35th Avenue South, Minneapolis
6 , M inneso ta .

a r e

We would be pleased to have your enrollment one week
prior to the convening of the convention.

For St. Peder ’s Church,By ar rangement w i th the In tergovernmenta l Commi t tee
for European Migration trans-ocean fares are approximately
the same whether the carrier is plane or boat.

Ottar S. Jorgensen, Pastor.
O l a f R . J u h l , P r e s i d e n t .
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World-Wide Refugee Problem Continues
LWF Backs Major Program for Refugees

in Hong Kong
Geneva—(NLC)—What started out as asimple

“food and clothing” relief activity last year for the
destitute refugees in Hong Kong has developed into
afive-point medical and social welfare program with
abudget of more than $100,000 annually, according to
areport received here from the Rev. K. L. Stumpf,
director in Hong Kong for the Lutheran World Fed¬
eration’s Department of World Service.

With an estimated 677,000 refugees crowded into
the little British colony, of whom 120,000 live in ex¬
t remely unheal thy “squat ter ’s huts , ” cont inued and
increasing aid from voluntary and governmental agen¬
c i e s i s e s s e n t i a l f o r t h e i r e x i s t e n c e .

In cooperation with the Lutheran missions in Hong
Kong and their 23 Lutheran centers, LWF/WS goods
and services are made available to the needy without
regard to race, creed or nationality.

Five types of relief and rehabilitation aid to the
Chinese refugees in and around Hong Kong are de¬
scribed in Mr. Stumpf’s report: Free medical services,
grants for self-support projects, student relief, re¬
settlement assistance, and distribution of contributed
goods and clothing.

One of the outstanding programs is that of medi¬
cal aid which began last September when seven doc¬
to rs , two den t i s t s , two op t i c i ans and five l ead ing
hospitals were contracted to serve LWF-WS patients.
The Lutheran World Service office pays aspecial low
rate for their services, which are free to the refugees.

Not inc lud ing consul ta t ions, 4 ,116 pat ients were
treated through July of this year. Of these, 167 were
hospitalized. Contacts with recovering patients are
main ta ined by two nurses who make da i l y rounds
among refugee patients.

English, Typing, Shorthand, Mechanical Engineer¬
ing, Radio, Photography and Piano classes are subsi¬
dized by the LWF/WS office to help refugees learn a
trade whereby they can support their families.

The Self-Help Committee sponsors aspecial and
popular tailor-training class which has graduated
20 students to self-support. The committee has also
set up afund for qualified workers to obtain aid for
establishing small businesses or purchasing new equip¬
ment. In aten month period, 50 families have been
given grants or loans by this committee, which con¬
siders 25 applications per month. Another 220 families
were given emergency cash assistance, mostly for re¬
pair of damaged huts or payment of rents and other
vi ta l debts. The Self-Help Committee’s program wi l l
be enlarged in the coming year as more funds are
a v a i l a b l e .

New Fears Stalk Refugee Camps in Austria
New York—(NLC)—Renewed fears are stalking

refugee camps in Austria, according to reports re¬
ceived here from Lutheran World Federation refugee
w o r k e r s .

Despite Austrian government promises to abide by
the Geneva convention, granting refugee asylum, the
latter fear pressure from local authorities and still en¬
vision forced repatriation back to homes behind the
I r o n C u r t a i n .

Reporting from Lutheran World Service headquar¬
ters at Salzburg, Gertrude Sovik, senior LWF resettle¬
ment worker in Austria, said many refugees believed
in rumors that “anyone who doesn’t become an Aus¬
trian citizen by the end of this year will be returned
t o h i s n a t i v e l a n d . ”

A S o v i e t d e m a n d t h a t r e f u g e e s f r o m A u s t r i a b e
repatriated was included in the Austrian State Treaty
draft last spring but was deleted on Western insist¬
ence. The Austr ian government promised to protect
refugees also after the withdrawal of allied occupa¬
t i o n f o r c e s .

However, according to Miss Sovik’s report, the
worries among refugees were renewed by newspaper
attacks upon the inmates of Camp Asten, largest for¬
eign refugee camp in Upper Austria.

Copies of an Austrian newspaper branding Camp
Asten “a thorn in our flesh,” were d is t r ibuted f ree
among the inmates of that camp near Linz, and afree
distribution of the self-same issue, containing the
vitriolic attack, was repeated for three days running.

The article charged that the existence of Camp
Asten “endangered property, created insecur i ty and
a d d e d t o t h e fi n a n c i a l b u r d e n s ” o f A u s t r i a n s i n i t s

vicinity and throughout the country; then went on to
accuse camp inmates of murder, rape and all sorts of
crimes including the “breeding of poisonous snakes”
within the camp area.

Ever since 1945, the camp was a“source of public
disgust” against which nothing could be done “be¬
cause higher powers protected this thorn in our flesh,”
the newspaper charged.

However, i t added that “we have now arr ived at
the point where the population’s just demands for
liquidation of the camp and its foreigner economy
can no longer be suppressed.” ●

The newspaper claimed that only some 20 per cent
of the 6,974 foreign refugees in Austria were actually
refugees from political persecution. The rest were
“no-gooders and scoundrels” taking advantage of post¬
war developments “to vegetate on account of the Aus¬
trian people,” it said.

Al though Miss Sovik ’s repor t gave no ind icat ion
that the attitude taken by this newspaper would repre¬
sent official Austrian thinking, she implied that many
refugees believed such was the case. She said, even
those who believed the government would fulfill its
pledges still feared they would not “get asquare deal”
from local authori t ies, after the imminent withdrawal
of allied occupation forces.

^ t l i

I C U R R E N T R E P O R T
iRefugee Assurances January 1
iAssurances received last week 
ITotal Refugee Assurances 
\Total arrivals 

2 2 2 0
8 4

4 7 5 8
1 8 0 5
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Impressions of the Synod Convention
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 9 )

o n l y o n e m a i n s t r e e t w h e r e a l l t h e b u s i n e s s e s t a b l i s h m e n t s
w e r e l o c a t e d . S o d i f f e r e n t t h a n o u r c i t i e s h e r e i n t h e E a s t .

One interesting point was anew modern bank building with
t h n a m e “ L a n d m a n d s B a n k .

A m e r i c a w i t h a D a n i s h n a m e , w e w e r e t o l d . T h e r e w a s o n e
r e s t a u r a n t w h e r e w e h a d a d e l i c i o u s m e a l — t h e s i z e o f
servings, wow, and two scoops of mashed potatoes with lots
of gravy! Then there was adrug store with the barber shop
in one corner (one chair) , a l i t t le department store, afeed
store, Chevrolet dealer, afurniture store which had the largest
s e l e c t i o n o f r u g s i n m a n y a m i l e , a n d a f e w v a r i o u s o t h e r
types o f s tores.

O n e b l o c k u p f r o m t o w n , t h e c h u r c h a n d p a r s o n a g e i s
located. The church is acomparatively new structure, very
attractive and well planned. The meetings were held there,
b u t t h e s e a t i n g c a p a c i t y w a s n o t a d e q u a t e f o r t h e e n t i r e
delegation, so atelevision camera was installed in the balcony,
a n d a t e l e v i s i o n s e t w a s c o n n e c t e d i n t h e b a s e m e n t h a l l .
A l l t h e p r o c e e d i n g s w e r e t h u s r e c e i v e d o n t h e c l o s e d - c i r c u i t
te lev is ion set . (Pastor St randskov, when announc ing th is
set -up, made as l ip . He sa id “shor f ’ -c i rcu i t te lev is ion! )

The registration room was in the schoolhouse, which is
s i t u a t e d a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t f r o m t h e p a r s o n a g e . Va r i o u s c o m ¬
m i t t e e s h e l d t h e i r m e e t i n g s a t t h e s c h o o l h o u s e . T h e r e w a s
alounge there too, and al i t t le book store, where al l k inds
o f b o o k s a n d p a m p h l e t s c o u l d b e p u r c h a s e d . T h e b r a n c h
p o s t o f fi c e — a s h o e b o x — w a s l o c a t e d i n t h e s c h o o l a l s o .

I n t h e c e n t e r o f t o w n w a s t h e t o w n h a l l . T h i s w a s a n
important meeting place, especially at meal time, for dinner
and supper were served here every day. Every one present
was seated, except on the week-end when more guests were
p r e s e n t . T h e n a s e c o n d s i t t i n g w a s s e r v e d . A l l t h e m e a l s
were del ic ious, sat is fy ing and served prompt ly. The table
decorations were different every day, some individual pieces
made by hand, which took fore-thought and planning.

T h e y o u n g p e o p l e s ’ s o c i e t y h a d a r e f r e s h m e n t s t a n d o n
the l awn in back o f t he chu rch , and they d id a th r i v i ng
business. They had two large coolers and afreezer for pop
(soda), bars (popsicles), blocks (square dixies) and so on.
Afternoon coffee was served on the lawn every afternoon.
By the way, the weather dur ing the whole week was just
beaut i ful —couldn’t ask for more comfortable weather any
t ime. (Read in the Des Moines paper about the wet stuff
h e r e i n t h e E a s t . )

Maybe Ishould mention that breakfast was served every
morning in the church basement, cafeteria style, and achoice
of three items every day. As Isaid, every detail was thought
o f and o rgan ized so we l l .

Iguess every home in town opened its doors for guests,
and we were one of the few who had to go out of town. We
stayed with very cordial people in the next town, three miles
away. They never lock their doors out there, so we could
come and go whenever we desired. On Sunday, to accom¬
modate everyone, the church in this town of Elkhorn opened
i t s d o o r s f o r a s e r v i c e . T h e r e w a s a D a n i s h a n d E n g l i s h
s e r v i c e i n t h e K i m b a l l t o n c h u r c h a s w e l l .

As far as workers go, Iknow many people worked every
d a y, b u t i t w a s a n n o u n c e d t h a t l a d i e s f r o m D e s M o i n e s c a m e
down to serve meals one day, and on acouple of other days
ladies from other parts of the state were there to help. Pastor
Strandskov said the job of planning seemed insurmountable,
but that the committee had wonderful cooperation. That they
m u s t h a v e h a d .

O n e o f t h e h i g h l i g h t s a t s u c h a m e e t i n g i s t h e c h a n c e t o
meet many people. Among the many new fr iends, we met
our old fr iends Rev. Verner Hansen, Rev. and Mrs. Harry
Andersen and Rev. Calvin Rossman whom you also know.
T h e y s e n d t h e i r r e g a r d s t o e v e r y o n e .

As Arnold said, every member of the church should have
an opportunity to go to asynod convention. I t is inspir ing,
educat iona l and asp i r i tua l up l i f t , and we are thankfu l for
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y w e h a d t o a t t e n d .

Page 12

Refugee Boat Brings 318 Lutheran
New Neighbors

New York—(NLC)—Lutheran Refugee Service re¬
ceived the largest single new neighbor group arriving
on one boat under the U. S. Refugee Relief Act when
318 Lutheran-sponsored immigrants stepped ashore
from the USAT Genl. Langfitt here on September 26.

In the group, 300 were Lutheran-sponsored refugees
arriving under the U. S. Refugee Relief Act, and the
remaining 18 were Lutheran-aided immigrants under
the regular quota immigration system.

According to Lutheran Refugee Service director,
Dr. Cordelia Cox, the new arrivals brought the total
of Lutheran-sponsored RRA immigrants to 2,105, of
whom 2,044 have arrived since January 1, 1955.

Dr. Cox expressed hope that the number of arrivals
under the Lutheran program may reach 4,000 before
the end of this year. She added that she hoped most
of the 15,000 whose resettlement is planned by Lu¬
theran Refugee Service may be in the United States
b e f o r e t h e e n d o f n e x t y e a r.

In October Lutheran Refugee Serv ice expects a
group of 66 new neighbors to arrive on aspecial all-
Lutheran plane, scheduled to fly directly from Munich,
Germany, to Detroit, Michigan, Dr. Cox said.

She said the passengers of this plane, tentatively
expected to land in Detroit on October 19, will be
rese t t led in M ich igan and ad jo in ing s ta tes . I t w i l l
be the second all-Lutheran plane chartered in cooper¬
a t i o n w i t h t h e I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l C o m m i t t e e f o r
European Migration. The first landed last summer in
Chicago after a25-hour flight from Munich.

Dr. Cox said she was “very happy the production of
Lutheran assurances is picking up” as only six months
remained in wh ich “we can be sure the assurances w i l l
really help our people.

Lutheran Refugee Service wil l continue to accept
assurances after April 1, 1956, but has no guarantee
that such late job and housing promises can be prop¬
erly processed before expiration of the Refugee Relief
Act, Dr. Cox concluded.

> > T h a t i s t h e o n l y b a n k i n

D i s t r i c t I I C o n v e n t i o n
The Michigan District will meet for its annual convention

a t S t . P e t e r ’ s L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , G r e e n fi e l d a t P e m b r o k e , D e ¬
troi t , October 7-9. The opening meet ing begins on Fr iday
evening and the closing one is scheduled for Sunday afternoon.
A l l p a s t o r s a r e e x p e c t e d t o a t t e n d a n d e a c h c o n g r e g a t i o n i s
requested to send its full quota of delegates, one for each 25
voting members or fraction thereof. All members or fr iends
o f o u r M i c h i g a n c o n g r e g a t i o n s a r e w e l c o m e t o s h a r e o u r
f e l l o w s h i p .

P l e a s e s e n d i n y o u r r e s e r v a t i o n s a s e a r l y a s p o s s i b l e t o
t h e l o c a l r e g i s t r a t i o n c o m m i t t e e m e n t i o n e d b e l o w . S e e y o u
a t D e t r o i t !

E d w i n E . H a n s e n , D i s t r i c t P r e s i d e n t .

S t . P e t e r ’ s D a n i s h E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h o f D e ¬
t ro i t , Mich igan herewi th ex tends acord ia l inv i ta t ion to a l l
pastors, delegates and members of Distr ict I I of AELC, to
a t t e n d t h e D i s t r i c t C o n v e n t i o n t o b e h e l d i n D e t r o i t , O c ¬
t o b e r 7 - 9 .

J e n s F e l d b o r g , P r e s i d e n t .
S v e n d A . J o r g e n s e n , P a s t o r. #
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in round numbers . I t i s qu i t e c l ea r
it was not an exact count (and there
are still some that are not).

I t i s o f f u r t h e r i n t e r e s t t o n o t e t h a t
o f the 105 congrega t ions the re were 39
who gave nothing to the synod budget.
Only 60 congregations gave more than
$20 to the work of the synod. In reading
other details of the congregations listed
it becomes quite clear that many of the
119 or 105, take your pick, were not
p r o m i s i n g , e v e n t h e n .

I a m o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t t h e l a s t t e n
or fif teen years are much more indicat ive
of our possibilities than acomparison that
reaches back fo r ty -five years .

Nor do Ifeel that we as agroup
h a v e b e e n a s s e c t a r i a n a s o u r v i c e -
president indicates. We have been very
willing to learn from others, and we have
n o t f e l t t h a t w e a l o n e k n e w w h a t t h e
W o r d o f G o d w a s a n d i s . I h a v e m e t
many Lutherans from other synods who
were more than confident of their posi¬
t ion. Not long ago Imet wi th agroup
o f L u t h e r a n s w h o i n s i s t e d t h a t i t w a s

n o t a t r u e c o m m u n i o n s e r v i c e i f g r a p e
ju i ce were used . ●They d id no t i nd i ca te
w h e t h e r o r n o t t h e w i n e h a d t o c o m e

- f r o m P a l e s t i n e .

Speaking of sectarianism, Ido not know
i f the fo l l ow ing quo ta t ion f rom THE
N O R T H W E S T L U T H E R A N J O U R N A L i s
in tha t ca tegory. “We a re Lu therans and
a l w a y s w a n t t o b e L u t h e r a n s fi r s t a n d
l a s t b e c a u s e t h e r e i s n o s u b s t i t u t e f o r
o u r L u t h e r a n f a i t h . T h e L u t h e r a n c h u r c h

welcomes the most studious invest igat ion.
I t a s k s n o f a v o r s , i t f e a r s n o f o e . O u r
Church has been able to satisfy people
o f ave rage age fo r ove r 400 years . Our
t e a c h i n g a n d p r a c t i c e n e e d s n o s u b s t i ¬
t u t e o r i n f o r m a t i o n o t h e r t h a n w e h a v e
a lways taught f rom the B ib le , ‘ the who le
Bible and nothing but the Bible,' which
i s o u r c h u r c h ’ s s l o g a n . ” W h a t e v e r t h i s
i s , i t f r i gh tens me as much as ou r own
b r a n d o f i s o l a t i o n .

Wel l , the purpose of this l i t t le pep talk
i s t o p o i n t o u t t h a t i n o u r d i s c u s s i o n
for and aga ins t a ffi l ia t ion we have rea l ly
m a d e u s e o f a g o o d m a n y a s s u m p t i o n s .
These assumpt ions are sure ly not l im i ted
t o o n e s i d e o r t h e o t h e r . B u t w e h a v e
a s s u m e d a l i t t l e t o o r e a d i l y t h a t a U o u r
prob lems and i l l s would be cor rected the
m o m e n t w e a f fi l i a t e .

W e h a v e m i s s e d s o m e o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;
we have had d i fficul ty making the t ransi¬
t i o n t o a n A m e r i c a n c h u r c h ; w e h a v e
b e e n a s l e e p , c o m f o r t a b l y s o , a t t i m e s ;
we have a lso had an in fer io r i ty complex ,
a n d s t i U h a v e i t . B u t w e h a v e a l s o
assumed agood dea l when we have
spoken of what affiliation will do for us.

L e t u s d o c u m e n t a l i t t l e m o r e c l e a r l y,
if not carefuUy, what affiliation wifi, do
f o r u s i n t e r m s o f p r e s e n t i n g w h a t w e
have, or creating astronger fellowship,
or that we shall be more efficient, or that
our congregations will be insphed.

This is not to say that we can not
b e n e fi t i f w e a f fi l i a t e . T h e g a i n , h o w ¬
ever, is not automatic. The argument to

■me has often gone begging for lack of
if, conclusive proof,

l l

so bitterly against. Thank you, Mr. V.
N ie l sen , f o r b r i ng ing t h i s po in t t o hgh t .

I s i t n o t c o r r e c t t h a t i f a n i n d i v i d u a l
e m e r g e s , i n a s t r u g g l e o f t h e s o u l , t h a t
i s t h e t i m e s o m e t h i n g i s t e s t e d a n d a
creat ion can come about? We are fight¬
ing for our spir i tual l i fe, not the nat ional
l i f e . I l o o k a t o u r S y n o d i n t h e s a m e
way. The b i g synqds w i l l neve r be
hard-pressed, and therefore nothing will
e v e r h a p p e n .

If the big synods in the U. S. continue
i n t h i s c e n t r a l i z e d w a y , w e w U l s o o n
h a v e t h e s a m e c o n d i t i o n s a s i n E u r o p e
i n t h e 1 7 0 0 ’ s .

W e h a v e a m i s s i o n ! — t o h o l d f o r t h t h e
to rch o f the f ree sp i r i t ! —the same tha t
G r u n d t v i g f o u g h t s o h a r d t o b r i n g t o
the Danish people. Only our people are
A m e r i c a n s . T h i s i s w h a t I b e h e v e i s
o i u : m i s s i o n , b u t w e w i l l n e v e r a c c o m ¬
p l i s h t h i s b y a f fi l i a t i o n . G r a n d V i e w i s
t h e c e n t e r o f o u r S p i r i t ; a n d n e v e r, f o r
the sake o f ge t t ing more s tudents , must
i t b e s a c r i fi c e d t o a l a r g e r S y n o d . T h a t
i n d e e d w o u l d b e i s o l a t i o n a n d d e a t l i .

C h r i s t i a n V V a r t h o e .

*^0- ^Ue. CdUoJi ..
P a t i e n c e

Affi l i a t i on was de fea ted a t K imba l l t on ,
b u t t h e i s s u e i s n o t d e a d . T h e c o n v e n t i o n
v o t e d s p e c i fi c a l l y t o b r i n g i t u p a g a i n
i n 1 9 5 6 . T h i s p l a c e s o u r C h u r c h R e ¬
lations Committee in the embarrassing
posit ion of having to negotiate once more
w i t h U L C A f o r “ t e r m s , ” a n d f o r t h i s
r e a s o n t h e r e a r e s o m e w h o t h i n k w e
m issed an h i s t o r i c oppo r tun i t y when we
v o t e d a t t h i s c o n v e n t i o n n o t t o a f fi l i a t e .
Th e y m a y b e r i g h t , b u t I d o n ’ t t h i n k s o .
Certainly if the men who represent ULCA
are the Chr is t ian gent lemen we say they
are, they aren’ t going to turn their backs
o n a n y r e q u e s t w e c o m e w i t h n o w. I s
Christian patience unlike Cliristian for¬
g iveness l im i ted to seven years? I t may
b e t h a t t h e “ t e r m s ” w i l l b e d i f f e r e n t t h e
n e x t t i m e w e v o t e o n t h i s i s s u e . S o
b e i t . B u t l e t i t n o t b e s a i d t h a t w e

e x h a u s t e d o u r p a t i e n c e , n o r t h a t U L C A
exhausted hers . “The mi l l s o f God gr ind
s l o w l y, b u t e x c e e d i n g fi n e .

P a s t o r P e t e r D . T h o m s e n .

»

P r o o f
P e r h a p s o u r e d i t o r d i d n o t w r i t e w i t h

excess ive v igor in h is ed i to r ia l concern¬
ing the convention proceedings. Never¬
theless Iadmire his vigor, and hope it
d o e s n o t b e c o m e b o g g e d d o w n i n t h e
L o s A n g e l e s s m o g . B u t o u r Ve n e r a b l e
V e e p a l s o w r o t e w i t h a g o o d d e a l o f
e n t h u s i a s m i n h i s c o m m e n t o n t h e e d i ¬
t o r i a l . O u r V i c e P r e s i d e n t h a d s o m e
good adv ice concern ing such mat te rs as
m i s s i o n s , a n d i n c a u t i o n i n g t o b e n o t
hasty in reconsideration. However, some
o f t h e a r g u m e n t s t h a t h e m a r s l i a l s i n
f a v o r o f a f fi l i a t i o n a r e n o t t h e c o n ¬

clusive proofs that they might be.
I a m e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e s t a ¬

t i s t i c s f r o m 1 9 1 0 w h i c h w o u l d m a k e i t

appear that our numerical progress in the
last 45 years has not been overwhelming.
I d o n o t h a v e t h e y e a r b o o k g i v i n g s t a ¬
t i s t i c s f r o m 1 9 1 0 , b u t I d o h a v e t h e
yearbooks f rom 1909 and 1913 . In 1909
and 1913 our stat ist ics were not given in
terms of bapt ized membership. The words
w e r e “ A n t a l M e n n e s k e r i M e n i g h e d e n e r, ”
which translated is “number' of persons
in the congregations.” In 1908 there was
jus t a few shor t o f 21 ,000 ; in 1912 there
were less than 18,500. (Statistics are
a lways f o r t he p rev ious yea r. ) Th i s
w o u l d a p p e a r t o b e a s e r i o u s d e c r e a s e .
T h e c h u r c h s t a t i s t i c i a n , a n d h e w a s a
minister too, had an explanation for it.
H e w r o t e , i n D a n i s h o f c o u i ’ s e , t o t h e
e f f e c t , “ T h e c h u r c h s t a t i s t i c s f o r t h i s
y e a r a r e w a n t i n g , b u t t h e f a u l t i s n o t
m i n e . I t i s i n s t e a d t h o s e m i n i s t e r s a n d
congregations which have failed to send
m e t h e n e e d e d i n f o r m a t i o n . F o r t h a t
r e a s o n I h a v e n o t a t t e m p t e d a n y t o t a l s
this year, since they would be mislead¬
ing.” It seems that they had problems
then, too, even with statistics.

I f a l l t h e s t a t i s t i c s h a d b e e n g i v e n
I w o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n i m p r e s s e d . ● I n
1912 there were 105 congregations l isted.
Of these 22 gave no statistics or very
meager information. Fifty-two congrte-
gations gave their membership statistics

Greenville, Michigan.

N a t i o n a l i s m a n d A f fi l i a t i o n
It should be taken for granted that the

d e c i s i o n o n a f fi l i a t i o n w o u l d b e a C h r i s ¬
t i a n q u e s t i o n o n l y. N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t h a s
c o n s t a n t l y b e e n p r e s e n t e d i n t h i s w a y :
I f the members of the church would just
become Americans, then the affiliation
wou ld be accomp l i shed .

T h i s I t h i n k i s a w r o n g d e d u c t i o n , a n d
awrong accusat ion against those who are
opposed to affiliation. Let me state an
example of this. Ihave heard from a
pulpit an appeal to the congregation in
this manner: “ W h y l e t y o u r h e r i t a g e
f r o m y o u r b a c k g r o u n d s t a n d i n y o u r
w a y ? ”

There is no doubt in my mind that this
attack on national ism has created an un¬
fair opinion in the young people’s minds,
and has c reated ad iv is ion in the church.
This has been used to influence affil iation.

I n o t e i n t h e l a s t L U T H E R A N T I D ¬
I N G S t h a t R e v. H o l g e r O . N i e l s e n u s e d
very sti 'ongly the world Isolation. Did
not Christ say “Where two or three are
gathered together in my name, Iwill
be present”? Is that not enough? What
else matters? Was Grundtvig not iso¬
la ted? For years , denied the use of
the pfess? Bishop Mortensen, together
with fifty ministers, declared his teach¬
ings, and songs, nil and without life.
Today Bishop Mortensen’s name is hardly
known to the layman.

We h a v e a l w a y s l a c k e d a s i m p l e c o n ¬
ception of Grundtvig’s teachings. How¬
ever, there is one thing he underlined
so strongly that it stands out as one of
t h e fi r m b e l i e f s i n o u r c h u r c h . A n d
this is it: Only when man is free can
the Ho ly Sp i r i t en te r h i s sou l . How
could Grundtvig ever belong in the big
Lutheran Synods, when as Vendelboe
Nielsen, in his article pointed out, the
Board elects itself, and thereHom appoints
chairman, etc., down the line. It was
this kind of slavery that existed up to
Grundtvig’s time; it was this he fought

Ronald Jespersen,
Pas to r, Danevang , Texas .
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“ B L O C K C L E R G Y M A N ”
charges of heret ical teachings, was found
gui l ty on n ine counts inc luding abandon¬
ment of fundamental principles of Scrip¬
tu ra l i n te rp re ta t ions wh ich gu ided Mar t in
Lu the r i n the Re fo rmat ion ; the den ia l o f
the Vi rg in B i r th and the phys ica l resu r¬
r e c t i o n o f J e s u s C h r i s t .

M r. G e r b e r d i n g , w h o i s a c l o s e f r i e n d
of Mr. Cr is t and sa t th rough the la t te r ’s
trial to aid and encourage his fr iend, was
b e l i e v e d t o b e a c c u s e d o f s i m i l a r d e v i a ¬
t i o n s f r o m c h u r c h d o c t r i n e .

However, the exact charges against Mr.
Gerberding were not made public. The
accused told the press that , among other
t h i n g s , h e w a s a l l e g e d t o h a v e d e n i e d
the divine authority of the Holy Scrip¬
t u r e “ c o n t r a r y t o t h e w i t n e s s o f t h e
S c r i p t u r e t o i t s e l f a n d c o n t r a r y t o L u ¬
t h e r a n c o n f e s s i o n s . ”

O therw ise repor ts on Mr. Gerberd ing ’s
tr ial only indicated that the charges “cen¬
t e r e d o n a l l e g e d f a i l u r e t o a c c e p t t h e
l i t e r a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f s o m e p a s s a g e s
i n t h e B i b l e , p a r t i c u l a i - l y i n v o l v i n g t h e
Vi rg in B i r th and the Resur rec t ion o f
J e s u s C h r i s t .

Unlike Mr. Crist, Mr. Gerberding exer¬
c i s e d h i s r i g h t t o n a m e t h r e e o f t h e
m i n i s t e r s o n t h e s e v e n - m e m b e r t r i a l c o m ¬
m i t t e e . H e c h o s e t h e R e v . R i c h a r d !
Gaenslen of Mi lwaukee’ 's suburb Calhoun;
Dr. John Rilling of Minneapolis, Minn.;
and Dr. George ForeU of the University of
Iowa ’s depar tment o f re l ig ion .

T h e c o m m i t t e e r e l e a s e d n o d e t a i l s o n
i ts de l ibera t ions but made i t known that ,
in spite of the unanimous acquittal on
heresy charges the young pastor may face
disciplinary action by the Synod. It did
n o t d i s c l o s e w h a t t h e a c t i o n m i g h t b e .

Action on heresy charges against athird
y o u n g p a s t o r i n t h e M i l w a u k e e a r e a i s
s t i l l pend ing . Accused o f dev ia t ion s im i¬
l a r t o t h a t h e l d a g a i n s t M r . C r i s t a n d
M r . G e r b e r d i n g i s t h e R e v . V i c t o r K .
Wr i g l e y o f G e t h s e m a n e L u t h e r a n c h u r c h
a t B r o o k fi e l d . H e i s a c l o s e f r i e n d a n d a
c l a s s - m a t e a t N o r t h w e s t e r n L u t h e r a n

Seminary of the two who have been
t r i e d .

According to avai lable reports, Mr.
Wrigley has been questioned by top offi¬
cials of the synod but no formal accusa¬
tion of heresy has been filed against him.

The two trials that have been held,
but especial ly that of Mr. Crist, have
c r e a t e d w i d e a t t e n t i o n a n d r e s u l t e d i n

nation-wide publicity and discussion of
t h e i s s u e s i n v o l v e d .

M r . C r i s t h i m s e l f h a s t a k e n i s s u e w i t h
s o m e o f t h e s e r e p o r t s i n a l e t t e r t o t h e
ed i t o r s o f “Time” magaz ine , i n wh i ch he
stressed that he had “not set out to teach
d o c t r i n e i n c o n fl i c t w i t h L u t h e r a n d o c ¬
t r i n e . ”

have at tempted what every preacher must
attempt, to interpret the doctrine, to trans¬
late it into today’s language and thought
f o r m s . T h a t I h a v e o f t e n m i s fi r e d a n d
goofed there is not the slightest doubt...

Mr. Crist branded impressions that the
investigation of his teachings was not a
trial but an attempt to reconcile his views
with those of the Church as “false,” and
explained that in regard to the Biblff he
had “no t a t t emp ted aso -ca l l ed na tu ra l i s¬
t ic exp lanat ion.

“I have merely asserted what seems
anormal and natural asumption, that the
accounts as such are relative, historical,
open to investigation and therefore sub-
ect to avariety of interpretat ions and
opin ions,” he said.

Stressing that “Luther recognized this,
Mr. Crist went on to charge that “those
who have ra ised the issues have ins isted
on my holding their opinions, not on the
level of faith and religious significance,
but on the level of the text itself, that
is on the level of the histor ical relat ive.

“ To a s k f o r ‘ r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ’ h e r e i s t o
ask for intellectual and spiritual suicide,
the suspended pastor concluded.

Mr. Crist was said to have been offered
t h e p u l p i t o f t h e U n i t a r i a n C h u r c h a t
Mukwanago, Wis., but declined because,
apress repor t quoted h im as saying,
“I’m still goofy enough to think that I’m
a L u t h e r a n .

A a l b o r g , D e n m a r k — ( N L C ) — B i s h o p
Er i k Jensen o f Aa lbo rg has appo in ted a
young clergyman to give spiritual care to
some 3 ,000 peop le l i v ing in anew hous¬
ing deve lopment on the ou tsk i r t s o f th i s
c i t y.

f )

The c l e rgyman , qu i ck l y dubbed “b l ock
pastor” by the population, is expected to
maintain contact with the people in the
development not only through usual pas¬
toral techniques but also by taking part
in tenan ts ’ assoc ia t ions and o the r g roup
a c t i v i t i e s , t h e C h u r c h N e w s F r o m t h e
N o r t h e r n C o u n t r i e s r e p o r t e d .

I t a d d e d t h a t t h e “ b l o c k m i n i s t r y ” i s
c o n s i d e r e d t h e b e s t w a y t o r e a c h r e ¬
l i g i ous l y i nd i f f e ren t peop le i n Denmark ’s
g r o w i n g c i t i e s , a n d t h a t a p p i n t m e n t s o f
“ b l ock pas to r s ” a re expec ted i n Copen¬
hagen and other cities as well.

Bishop Jensen, who pioneered the idea,
w a s p r e v i o u s l y s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l o f
C o p e n h a g e n ’ s C h u r c h f u n d a n d t h u s
g a i n e d w i d e e x p e r i e n c e i n w o r k a m o n g
c i t y dwe l l e rs .

According to the Church News, the
A a l b o r g d e v e l o p m e n t w i l l e v e n t u a l l y g e t
i t s o w n c h u r c h , b u t t o s t a r t w i t h t h e
“ b l o c k p a s t o r ” w i l l c o n c e n t r a t e o n c o n ¬
tact ing his “parish” and use the develop¬
m e n t ’s r e c r e a t i o n c e n t e r f o r g a t h e r i n g s .

i f

t f

t f

i f

i f

A C Q U I T T A L V O T E D I N S E C O N D
M I L W A U K E E H E R E S Y T R I A L D R . C H A R L E S S . J O H N S O N T O

L E C T U R E I N S C A N D I N A V I A

Dr. Charles S. Johnson, President of
Fisk University, Nashville, Tennessee,
win lecture in Scandinavia this fall under
the auspices of the American-Scandina-
vian Foundation, it was announced today,
Wednesday, September 21, by Raymond
D e n n e t t , D i r e c t o r.

Dr. Johnson has rece ived an inv i ta t i on
from the University of Stockholm to give
five public lectures starting Sept. 26 under
the general heading of “The American
Negro in the Last Half-Century,” after
which he will deliver lectures on the
same topic at the Danish Students’ Asso¬
ciation in Copenhagen on October 10. He
has also been invited to lecture by the
Norwegian-American Association, the Stu¬
dent Association at the University of Oslo
and plans aspecial lecture on the legal
status of the Negro to students of political
science at Oslo University starting Oc¬
tober 11, and at the Academic Society in
Bergen, Norway, on October 14 . Dr.
Johnson pl^ to devote aconsiderable
portion of his lectures to changes in the
Negro’s legal, educational and social status
since 1900. Special attention will be paid
to the progress and problems of desegre¬
gat ion in Amer ican schoo ls .

I n a n n o u n c i n g t h a t D r. J o h n s o n ’s t o u r
was made possible by agrant from the
Ford Foundation, Mr. Dennett stressed the
need which he feels exists in Scandinavik

M i l w a u k e e , W i s . — ( N L C ) T h e R e v .

J o h n G e r b e r d i n g , 3 3 - y e a r - o l d p a s t o r o f
Holy Cross Lutheran church at Menomonee
Falls, was cleared here of heresy when a
s e v e n - m e m b e r t r i a l c o m m i t t e e u n a n i ¬

mous ly vo ted acqu i t ta l on seven charges
and dismissed an eighth charge.

The second heresy t r ia l in the 60-year
history of the Northwest Synod of the
United Lutheran Church in America, it
followed closely after the first trial, in
w h i c h a f r i e n d o f M r . G e r b e r d i n g , t h e
Rev. George P. Cr is t , J r. , 31, was found
gu i l t y o f dev ia t i on f rom chu rch doc t r i ne .

Mr. Crist was suspended from the min¬
istry unti l the tr ial committee meets again
in October to rule on the penalty or imt i l
the synod itself acts on his case at its
conven t ion nex t May.

Last week Mr. Crist’s congregation at
B e t h l e h e m L u t h e r a n c h u r c h o f D u r h a m
accepted the t r ia l commit tee’s verdict and
vo ted 62 -13 t o suspend Mr. C r i s t as i t s
pas tor.

Mr. Crist revealed to the press that the
N o r t h w e s t S y n o d h a d o f f e r e d h i m $ 5 0 0
t o t i d e h i m o v e r “ u n t i l h e fi n d s o t h e r

employment.” The offer was made upon
the recommendation by the trial com¬
mittee to give Mr. Crist and his family
adequate support until the final verdict.

The family includes Mrs. Evelyn Crist
a n d t h r e e c h i l d r e n .

Mr. Crist, who was accused on fourteen

> »

I n t h e t r i a l I fl a t l y d e n i e d m o s t o f
the charges, e. g., that Ideny the Resur¬
rection, teach anon-Lutheran doctrine of
baptismal regeneration,” he declared.

( (

« I
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Sweden originally came from the Baltic
S t a t e s a n d a r e a s o f R u s s i a a n d w e r e
s t r a n d e d i n T r i e s t e a t t h e e n d o f W o r l d
Wa r I I . S o m e a r e L u t h e r a n s , b u t m o s t
belong to the Orthodox Chi r rch, the LWS
explained.

The Swedish Church has acquired and
r e b u i l t a n o l d m a n s i o n n e a r K u m l a t o

place 20 aged Orthodox refugees there in
a c c e s s t o a c h u r c h o f t h e i r f a i t h n e a r b y
Stockholm. For the general spiritual care
o f t h e a g e d r e f u g e e s i n S w e d e n t h e
c h u r c h h a s c a l l e d t h e R e v . C a r l G u s t a f
T h o l i n i n t o f u l l - t i m e s e r v i c e , t h e LW S
repor ted .

— t o p r o v i d e a d r a m a t i c a n d f o r c e f u l
teaching aid that church leaders repeat¬
edly said was urgently needed.

It was only after the motion picture
w a s c o m p l e t e d t h a t i t w a s d e c i d e d t o
s h o w i t i n t h e n a t i o n ’ s t h e a t r e s s o t h a t

t h e s t o r y o f t h e P r o t e s t a n t R e f o r m a t i o n
could be carried to millions of people
w h o m i g h t o t h e r w i s e n e v e r u n d e r s t a n d
the issues and the importance of that
momentous e ra in ' human h is to ry.

The successes enjoyed by this first
church-sponsored feature film in theatres
surprised the motion picture industry.
T h r o u g h i t s u n i q u e a n d n o v e l d i s t r i b u ¬
t i o n p l a n , i t s e t b o x o f fi c e r e c o r d a f t e r
record as i t was exh ib i ted in more Than
4 ,000 d i f f e ren t p laces . I t has a l so been
s h o w n i n 2 7 f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s a n d h a s
been t rans la ted in to 12 languages.

T h i s n e w a d v e n t u r e f o r t h e “ M a r t i n
L u t h e r ” fi l m

—has neve r be fo re been a t t emp ted w i t h
a f e a t u r e - l e n g t h m o t i o n p i c t u r e .

T h e r e w i l l h e n o r e n t a l s o f O V I a r t i n
L u t h e r ’ , ” M r . L e e s t a t e d . “ W e f e e l t h a t
our sales plan wiU not only put more
p r i n t s i n t o c i r c u l a t i o n a n d b e n e fi t m o r e
churches, but through permanent owner¬
ship, it will enable the churches to realize
the fu l l educat ional and inspirat ional
potent ia l i t ies of th is story of the Protest¬
a n t R e f o r m a t i o n .

D u r i n g t h e i n i t i a l p e r i o d o f t h i s d i s ¬
tr ibut ion plan, the 4,000-foot fi lm is being
o f f e r e d f o r s a l e a t $ 1 5 0 p e r p r i n t . T h i s
o f f e r e x p i r e s N o v e m b e r 3 0 , a n d u n l e s s
s u f fi c i e n t o r d e r s a r e r e c e i v e d t o j u s t i f y
the low price, the cost wiU have to be
adjusted.

Accord ing to Mr. Lee , the fi lm may be
s h o w n a s o f t e n a s d e s i r e d . H e p o i n t e d
o u t t h a t “ M a r t i n L u t h e r ” c a n s e r v e

churches in anumber of ways each year,
i n c l u d i n g s h o w i n g s a t c h u r c h s c h o o l
c lasses , assemb l ies , men ’s and women ’s
s o c i e t y m e e t i n g s , f e l l o w s h i p m e e t i n g s ,
conven t i ons , mee t ings fo r new members ,
a n d t o s h u t - i n s .

f o r a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e s t a t u s
of the Negro in the United States. “Scan¬
d inav ians a re inc reas ing ly cu r ious abou t
this aspect of our nat ional l i fe,” he said.
“They a re o f ten inc reas ing ly c r i t i ca l . We
feel that Dr. Johnson, an outstanding
Negro authori ty on race relat ions, is
singularly qualified to provide perspective
o n t h i s p r o b l e m t o o u r S c a n d i n a v i a n
f r i e n d s . ”

In addition to his presidency of Fisk
U n i v e r s i t y, D r . J o h n s o n s e r v e d a s D i ¬
rector of the Inst i tu te of Race Relat ions,
Swar thmore Co l lege, f rom 1933-1938; as
t h e A m e r i c a n m e m b e r o f t h e c o m m i s s i o n
a p p o i n t e d b y t h e L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s i n
1930 to investigate forced labor in Liberia;
a s a m e m b e r o f t h e U . S . d e l e g a t i o n t o
t h e fi r s t ' U N E S C O C o n f e r e n c e h e l d i n

P a r i s i n 1 9 4 6 ; a s D i r e c t o r o f t h e r a c e
re l a t i ons p rog ram o f t he Amer i can M i s¬
s iona ry Assoc ia t i on f r om 1943 -1948 and
a s c o - d i r e c t o r o f t h e J u l i u s R o s e n w a l d
Fund race re la t i ons p rog ram f rom 1942-
1948. He is the author of “The Negro in
American Civilization” (1930), “Economic'
S t a t u s o f t h e N e g r o ” ( 1 9 3 3 ) a n d o f
“Pa t t e rns o f Neg ro Seg rega t i on ” ( 1943 ) .

The Amer ican-Scandinav ian Foundat ion,
acultural exchange organization, is re¬
s p o n s i b l e e a c h y e a r f o r b r i n g i n g o v e r
approximately 500 Scandinavian fellows,
students, industr ia l and agr icul tura l t ra in¬
ees fo r s tudy in the Un i ted S ta tes , and
a r r a n g e s f o r t h e e x c h a n g e o f a n u m b e r
o f l e c t u r e r s b e t w e e n t h e t w o a r e a s .

«

The Luther Film Again
Mart in Lu ther ” has been banned f rom

theatrical showings in Brazil, it was an¬
nounced this morning (September 7) at
t h e q u a r t e r l y m e e t i n g o f t h e B o a r d o f
Directors of Lutheran Church Productions,
Inc . , sponsors o f the fea tu re - leng th mo¬
t ion p ic ture .

This is the fif th fore ign country to ban
t h i s d o c u m e n t a r y fi l m o n t h e P r o t e s t a n t
Reformat ion, Rober t E. A. Lee, execut ive
secretary of Lutheran Church Productions,
said. Previously, the governments of the
Philippines, Peru, Egypt and the Province
of Quebec would not permit theatrical
showings.

A t t h e s a m e t i m e , M r . L e e t o l d t h e
m e e t i n g t h a t “ r e c e p t i o n t o o u r p l a n o f
s e l l i n g 1 6 - m m . p r i n t s o f t h i s fi l m t o
churches, schools, libraries and others, has
exceeded our expecta t ions . Severa l hun¬
dred orders for prints were received prior
t o t h e o f fi c i a l a n n o u n c e m e n t o f t h e s a l e s

plan last September 11, and many leaders
of the church film distribution industry
have pra ised th is unprecedented ac t ion .

The Brazilian ban was imposed by the
government's chief of the Censorship
S e r v i c e o f P u b l i c E n t e r t a i n m e n t s w h o
c i t e d a l a w w h i c h s t a t e s t h a t a l i c e n s e
t o e x h i b i t w i l l b e d e n i e d w h e n e v e r t h e

showing will be “offensive to community
o r re l i g i on .

A l though a l i ke ban in Quebec resu l ted
in 11 Montreal -area chiuches showing the
film simultaneously to more than 25,000
i n c a p a c i t y - fi l l e d c h u r c h e s l a s t s u m m e r,
M r . L e e r e m a r k e d t h a t “ i f a d d i t i o n a l

a t tempts to secure permiss ion for theat re
show ings fa i l , we w i l l t hen have to t u rn
to o the r means o f ge t t i ng th i s impor tan t
motion picture to the people of Brazil.

In his report to the Board of Directors,
Mr. Lee sa id t ha t t hea t r i ca l show ings i n
A m e r i c a w e r e t e r m i n a t e d A u g u s t 3 1 a n d
that more than 20,000,000 Americans had
s e e n t h e fi l m p r o d u c e d b y L o t h a r Wo l f f
o f L o u i s d e R o c h m o n t A s s o c i a t e s .

“ D e s p i t e t h e d e m a n d f o r t h e a t r i c a l
s h o w i n g s w h i c h w o u l d h a V e k e p t t h e
fi lm in thea t res fo r severa l years more ,
M r . L e e s a i d , “ w e f e l t t h a t t h e t i m e
h a d c o m e t o m a k e ‘ M a r t i n L u t h e r ’ a v a i l ¬
a b l e t o c h u r c h e s a n d s c h o o l s f o r e x t e n ¬

sive and frequent use in their educat ional
a n d i n s p i r a t i o n a l p r o g r a m s . A f t e r a l l ,
th is was the o r ig ina l purpose o f the fi lm

i i

sale of 16-mm. prints
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R E S E T T L E D I N S W E D I S H H O M E S

Geneva, Swi tzer land—(NLC)—Three
years of cooperative effort between the
L u t h e r a n W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n a n d t h e
C h u r c h o f S w e d e n h a s r e s u l t e d i n t h e
resettlement in Sweden of 66 aged, handi¬
capped and sick refugees from camps in
' T r i e s t e .

T h e L W F D e p a r t m e n t o f L u t h e r a n
W o r l d S e r v i c e a n n o u n c e d t h a t t h e l a s t
14 of the aged refugee group were brought
t o S w e d e n i n S e p t e m b e r. P l a c e d i n o l d
people’s homes of the Swedish Church
they will be cared for the rest of their
lives. ■  .

M o s t o f t h e 6 6 a r e i n v a l i d s a n d o v e r
50, thus belonging to the “hard core” of
refugees for whom most immigration
schemes offer no opportuni ty as they are
unable to support themselves, said the
announcement. In Sweden they will be
supported by church organizations and
additional grants from the LWS, it added.

I t w a s e x p l a i n e d h e r e t h a t LW S h a d
been part icular ly interested in finding
homes for these “hard core” people be¬
fore the refugee camps in Trieste were
taken over by the Italian government and
the refugees were dispersed thi-oughout
Italy, making it harder to help them.

T h e C h u r c h o f S w e d e n a n d t w o
Swedish refugee aid committees have
been “extremely active in helping the
LWF to find solutions for disabled refu¬
gees,” the report stressed.

Most of the 66 now securely placed in

Coiiceniiiig the Synod’s
C o n s t i t u t i o n

T h e K i m b a l l t o n c o n v e n t i o n i n s t r u c t e d

t h e S y n o d i c a l B o a r d t o a p p o i n t a c o m ¬
m i t t e e o f fi v e t o s t u d y a n d m a k e s u c h
necessary revis ions of the const i tut ion as
i t d e e m s n e c e s s a r y a n d r e p o r t t o n e x t
y e a r ’ s c o n v e n t i o n . T h e c o m m i t t e e m e m ¬
bers are as follows: Dean Axel Kildegaard,
D e s M o i n e s , I o w a ; R e v. E i n a r F a r s t r u p ,
Solvang, Cal i fo rn ia ; Mr. Fo lkvar Knudsen,
C h i c a g o , I l l i n o i s ; M r . E d w i n P e d e r s e n ,
Luck , Wiscons in , and the cha i rman.

W e u r g e o u r p a s t o r s a n d l a y p e o p l e
to send by mail to the chairman such
suggestions, additions and changes as they
wish to have incorporated in the Synod’s
c o n s t i t u t i o n . T h e c o m m i t t e e h a s i t s fi r s t
meeting in November.

H o l g e r O . N i e l s e n , C h a i r m a n .
1410 Main St i -eet ,
Cedar Falls, Iowa.
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at the fall meeting here October 9and 10.'
P a s t o r M . C . D i x e n , E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r
of the Santa l Miss ion, wi l l conduct serv¬
ices in Minneapol is in Pastor Jorgensen’s
place, on October 9.

C o z a d , N e b r a s k a . D r . O t t o H o i b e r g ,
University of Nebraska, wil l be guest
speaker here at the Harvest Festival, Oc¬
t o b e r 9 .

B r o n x , N e w Yo r k . T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n
here now conducts its services, in Danish,
in Our Sav ior ’s Church in Brook lyn , w i th
Pas to r J . H . Jo rgensen o f the Seamen ’s
Miss ion in charge . Our Sav io r ’s congre¬
gat ion is being served by Pastor Norman
B a k k e n o f t h e L u t h e r a n F r e e C h u r c h .

K i m b a l l t o n , I o w a . P a s t o r S e d o r i s M c ¬
Cartney was invi ted by the Good Fel low¬
ship Group here to address i t at apotluck
supper, to teU of his experiences in Japan,
and to show p i c tu res . Pas to r McCar tney
is amiss ionary to Japan now serv ing our
congregations of Oak Hil l , and St. John’s,
o f Ex i r a , I owa .

Mr. and Mrs . T. G . Jensen ,
Kimballton, Iowa 

I n m e m o r y o f J e n s G r e g e r s e n
( f o r m e r l y, A s k o v, M i i m . ) f r o m
H a l v o r

2 5 . 0 0O U R C H U R C H

Des Moines, Iowa. The second Synodi¬
c a l W o m e n ’ s W o r k s h o p w i l l b e h e l d a t
Grand View College and Luther Memorial
C h u r c h , N o v e m b e r 11 , 1 2 a n d 1 3 . T h e
p r o g r a m w i l l b e p r i n t e d i n a l a t e r i s s u e
o f L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S .

Seattle, Washington. The congregation
here has purchased acopy of the Martin
Luther film, agift of two young members
o f t h e c h u r c h . P l a n s a r e t o s h o w t h e
fi lm October 26, 27, 28 and 30. Twenty-
one persons have been added recently to
the membership of the church, 11 adults,
2 y o u n g p e o p l e , a n d 8 c h i l d r e n . A r e c e p ¬
t i o n w a s h e l d O c t o b e r 2 f o r t h e m a n d
f o r t h e o t h e r s w h o h a v e b e e n a d d e d
to the ro l ls dur ing the year. Dr. Jens C.
K j a e r , w h o i s a C h a p l a i n i n t h e U . S .
A r m y R e s e i w e s , w a s p r o m o t e d t o t h e
r a n k o f L t . C o l o n e l e a r l y t h i s s u m m e r.
H e h a s b e e n i n t h e a r m e d f o r c e s s i n c e
S e p t e m b e r 4 , 1 9 4 2 , w h e n h e w a s c o m ¬
m i s s i o n e d a F i r s t L t . D u r i n g W o r l d Wa r
II he was on active duty for four years.

S a l i n a s , C a l i f o r n i a . P a s t o r A r t h u r
Frost, who was attending the Fall Meet¬
i n g i n S o l v a n g t h e O c t o b e r 2 w e e k - e n d ,
w a s t a k e n t o a S a n t a B a r b a r a h o s p i t a l
m i d w a y i n t h e c o n f e r e n c e . P a s t o r F r o s t
h a s n o t b e e n w e U s i n c e e a r l y s u m m e r,
w h e n a n a u t o m o b i l e s t r u c k t h e r e a r o f
Pastor Frost ’s car, suddenly and jarr ingly.
A n e r v o u s c o n d i t i o n h a s r e s i i l t e d .

C i r c l e P i n e s , M i n n e s o t a . T h e c o n g r e ¬
g a t i o n i n t h i s h o m e m i s s i o n fi e l d h a s
announced t he accep tance o f i t s ca l l t o
P a s t o r H a r r i s J e s p e r s e n , n O w a t M a r ¬
quet te , Nebraska.

H a m p t o n , I o w a . P a s t o r O t t a r J o r g e n ¬
sen has been invited to be guest speaker

Gregersens
Mulino, Oregon
Friends, Mulino, Oregon

In memory of Clara Petersen,
O w e n , W i s , , O w e n B u s i n e s s
Men’s Club 
M r s . J e s s B y n d e s e n , H a r v e y
Wedd igs , M rs . P rudence Tu r¬
ney, Chas. Schmokers, Mr. and
M r s . F o s t e r W e l l s , R o U a n d
●H a i r e s , S h u r l e i g h s , M r s . E l l a

S n y d e r, M a r i u s M i o l u n d s a n d
Marie, and Ben Brucherts, aU
of Owen 

f a m i l y,
4 .00

4 0 . 0 0

10 .00

2 0 . 0 0
Arthur Jensens, Eau Claire,
Wis. 

Magnus Christensens, Chicago,
3 . 0 0

111. 5 .00
Mrs. Etta Johnson, Minneapo¬
lis, Minn. 
Mrs. Thora Madsen and Ray¬
mond, Minneapolis, Minn.
Mrs. Hazel Altenburg, Owen,
Wis. 

Mrs. Harry Craig and Ruth,
Mrs. Grace Huneyager, and
James Jacobsens

C h r i s F r o s t s , M r s . R o b e r t
Johnson and Florece, Anders
Olsens,
C o r d l i a M i l l e r , M r s . R u t h
Hawks, Viggo Rasmussen, Ed¬
gar Alberts and Ronnie, Herb
a n d L i l H a i r e , M r s . H e l e n
Thorson, all of Withee, Wis.-_

Trinity Lutheran Sunday School,
Ludington, Mich.

Mrs . Anna Thuesen N ie l sen ,
Newell, Iowa

Miss Andrea Andreasen, Ring-
sted, Iowa

North Sidney Mission Group..
F o r t h e R i b e r s ’ Wo r k :

In memory of Missionary R. R.
Rosenlund, Carl Eriksens, Des
Moines, Iowa 

In memory of Jens Haue, Minne¬
a p o l i s , a n d S fi r e n A n d e r s e n ,
“Valborgsminde”, Mrs. A. C.
N ie lsen , Des Mo ines , Mrs .
Hans Farstmp, Exira, Iowa,
and Mrs. Fenger, Askov,
Minn., from Carl Eriksens, Des
Moines, Iowa 

Rev. Ronald Jespersens, Athank
offering, Danevang, Texas

For aBoy in School:
Mrs. Clara KeUer, Viborg, S. D.
Nazareth S. S., Withee, Wis.
F o r L e p e r s :

El ine and Laura Jensen, Chicago

Total for September 

Total since January 1

10.00

1 .00

5 . 0 0

C o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e S a n t a l

M i s s i o n
September, 1955

3 . 0 0

V

Einer Larsens, Mrs.
Genera l Budget :

Melvin Johnsons, Ruthton, Minn. $
In memory of Jens Petersen,

C l i n t o n , I o w a , M r s . K . K n u d -
sen, Des Moines, Iowa

In memory o f Mrs . Chr is Jensen
(Caroline), Des Moines, Iowa,
f r o m f r i e n d s a t “ V a l b o r g s ¬
m i n d e ” , D e s M o i n e s , I o w a _ _

In memory o f Mrs . Chr i s Laur i t -
s e n , H a m p t o n , I o w a , H . C .
Hansens, N. C. Rasmussens,
Peter Fabers, Dick Fabers,
Peter F. Nielsen, A. B. P. Mil¬
lers, Hans Egedes, Mrs. Peter
Os te rgaa rd , Mrs . And rew Jo r¬
g e n s e n , H o l g e r R a s m u s s e n s ,
a n d J e n s G . J e n s e n , a l l o f
Hampton, Iowa 
The Toft fami ly, Camanche,
Iowa 

In memory of Mi ’s . Chr is Jensen
(Caroline) from H. C. Hansens,
N. C. Rasmussens, Holger Ras¬
m u s s e n s , E d w a r d a n d D a v i d
Rasmussen, aU of Hampton,
Iowa 

In memory of Mrs. Fenger, from
Mrs. L. C. Pedersen, Circle
Pines, Minn. , and Dagmar Mi l - .

5 .00

15 .00
1 .00

15 .00

2 .00
8 .75

5 .00

2 5 . 0 0
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IT I n m e m o r y o f M r s . W m . J o h n ¬

son, P lenty wood, Mont . , f rom
M i k k e l P o u l s e n s , P l e n t y w o o d ,
Mont. 

I n m e m o r y o f M r s . L a w r e n c e
Paulsen, Askov, Minn., Mrs.
L. C. Pedersen

Rev. Walter Browns, Ruthton,
Minn.

Hope Lutheran Congregat ion,
Ruthton, Minn. 

c n
o i

8 1 0 . 0 0
s e 2 . 0 0 343.25

7,505.301̂11

s'" 3 1.00

Acknowledged with sincere thanks.

D a g m a r M i l l e r .

1517 Guthi'ie Ave., Des Moines 16, Iowa
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